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IDEAS CONCERNING LIFE AND MARRIAGE Lo ¥ .

Some of the decisions concerning my life hasn't been the wisest; but there

are reasons for all this. Because it is much easier for th¢ white people

than 1t is for the Cherdkee people. As 1 have'said nefore, it Was‘hardér
in school for the Cheroke& kids than it was for the white children. ff '
even geks WOrse in high sch ol because you can 't afford the right kind of ,
clonhes to keep up with. the Qnite children. You don't have-cars to go
.~ bombing around in like tne.nhite chiildren do. You havé to eat at the cafe-
feria where the other white children will go to town to jat. But of ‘course
nhat'é hecause of the Cherokee children.net‘naving very much mnney. In
other Words, it's meke us feel line’the white neeple are better tnan wWe are.
I reallze\ney that this is not true at all fhey hare imposed that way of
thinking qn us{ As a matter of fact, as far as dating amnd being lovers

‘ . \
and m@kln% love,
& .

the Indian boys are much better‘than the white boys any‘

day of the week. ey show their affections for you in qifferent ways than

white boys do. "Als they are a lot more jealous. than the white boys, and
. | ¢ .

if the Ini@an boy likes you, he isn't gonna go out on you like the white
! R .

) boy will. \They?gre very tender and affectionate, if they| like you. As . .
_ far as getLing married is goncerned, we Indian people - that's not imporﬁdht
to us at all. Also, beforg thé white people came, our an estors didn*t know

of such a thing as marriage \license. As far ‘as white men land their laws;, and
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Indian girlAgets pregnant by. & white man, she has to raise thEt child her

oﬁn sel’f: .t
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e best way she can,ieven if on welfare. By an|Indian boy...
' Backtracklng a llttle, by my gr;n&parents didn't get marrield until about four
years ago. Theyallved together_for\iorty-four years. -And he only %eason
L that they went down to get a llcense was“éo that Bhe could be . able Yo get
soc1al securlty if somethlng should happen to my grandfather As fBYr as
the paper meanlng aﬁythlng’to them, 1t doesn t. mean one thlng .
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