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(Now E am going t//‘ terview Vonn;e ﬁowning. Vonnie i
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Mngl Downlng Vonnle 1s half dhero%ee and half Whlte But shé identifies
aj an'Indlan.V She speaks Cherokee and Engllsh fluently Vonnie 's twenty
y%ars old. é;e orks at the Indlan Hispltal here in Tahleq&ah She is °
gofing |to tell us a little blt aboﬁt grow1ng up here in Cheroke¢ county, and
a Jittle bit about her 1if6.) /j ) '

g ONG FEELINGS AGAINST WHITE PEOPLE

My grandparents ralsed me. My mother dled when T was’ thr e.  She died Wl h'

did the white chlldren .And I have gottln in flghts
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T.B. They spoke Cherokee 1n the house, and I plcked it up. So we all séeak //

Cherokee. I'm half white and half Indian... ‘course ¥ never did know my Vo
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daddy 'cause he ran off to California when he foundyout“that ny mother was
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pregnimt. M& grandparetns raised me. They sent me to a‘country sc ool‘by*i )

the hame of Shady Grove. There I flnrphed the e ghth grade. They’I Went .
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on 1nto hlgh school I Wwas treated lot better than the other ;nﬁdaﬁ chlldren'
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there, didn't show much attentlon to the Indlan chlldreh as m ch as they

because my skin Was s0 white. They looked down on the Indlans
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any a/ imes because

my frlends were the Indlan chlldren because I was Indian aiso. 'an they

used to ask me whi I used to run around with the ndlan glrls. They'd make
8

they'd call thelm all sorts of fiames - I got in pany flghts ‘I get sen’t te’
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the.principal's office and the piincipal and I would always get into Et'and
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I would say, "Are you gonna take up for the white people- for laokin' down
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on the Indians?". I said, "IL'm Indian and I'm proud of it." And I eyen told

him once,"I'm evep kinda SQITy for the white skin I've got. Sometifmes I
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the teachers'



