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Index side B, recording time L5 min,

Ipformant:’ Sarah Cheater, h-year-old Cnerokee,
Feters Pra 1r1e, Delawzre bounty, Cklahoma

subject: This full blood Cherokee was born on whitewater Creek and has been
. in this vatley all of her Life. Ohe is cne of eight children of
James wright ond XOLA/ Snail wrignt. y

lrs, Cheater talks about the old barial grounds of her’ comuunity
Protably .he oldest greveyaid i§ the Sallie England Cemetery, and
according to the marke.s that remain the lzct burial was in 1884,
It is uold thet this was a large burizl ground at one time, but
to-day by pvec;ng torether the broken stones and digring out sone
pertizlly buried merkers a record of LL of the decezged can be
sCcounted for. In present use are the bucket, Siloan,'and-
Butler Cemeteries which the Indians use. She recalls her mother
talking about otand natie., «hen he died in LB87L on-Peters Prairie
it was his wish that he be buried in the Oldiield Cemetery on the
west side of Gr:ind Raver, In fulfilling his wish to be buried at
his home piace in Cldtield Bend, nic rriends and rel:tives’ took
-+ his body as l'ar as Grund Rivdr, The diver was 1p &nc they could

not cross over, so tne funeral wagon went b.ck to Peters #rairie

wnere he was huried at rolsok Cemetery. (In later years the old
: Olatield Cemetery became krown asz tnhe Liuma Cemetery. Up untal

a lew recrs zgo this grovdyard aad kept its identity, dut to-day

‘nztning remeins, and a2 parft of the place has been the victim of

© buLldozer znd clearing activity., Ceorce Sluma teils that nis

tather once owned the land on wnich the greveyard was loccted,

and tnat tnere were itourteen ¢raves there. He remenmbers that

there were stone markers for Coi. James bell aznd his wite and

two of tneir cnhitdren, Szllie U, .atie (wite of otand watie) and

two of their chitdren, gnd two oif the Dubois cnildren. Lr. Bluma

says that otond .atie Bfd out up ihe monuwnent for nis wite and
wo children betsre ne died, but tne dates on the markers seen
to-day does not beur this out. In Voi., II of a History of Oklahdma
printed in 1910, it shows thot vailie Carcline (Derl) watie died
in 1803).

ct

t
iraian children ol ner gereratiof in Je LBIUs, und L090s 21l went to
cutler ochool i. they lived nesr enough. Tris o'A scnool has long
since passed :nd notning remains to-day of i‘, )

, "~ Urd,Cheater tulks a*oat the ecrly days of Peters Prairie and ﬁniue"(,Pr
! Creek couniry when tnere were lots of Iﬂﬂ.ans llvlrr there and all !
Little farms. In wne community long wgo Charley lasters, a uherokee,
operctec a sawmill, oke szys she used to put in ner own garden every
‘yoer with an old muge czlled "Put" and a double shovel, ond raised
vlenty ol garaen sjéf*“en~n°r tamilys Ho t- rming 1s done there any ore,
. Xary of the Inaian fzmilies nave heen crowded out by white people. ..e
wilte Dlarue nas ruired s onces henatizul wn? neacelul L11-‘n COur I,
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