
Frank and May Casto -b-

Tne early days of n'hiteoak Frank recal ls tm>t tne town was on tne, north side
of tne rai l road. In l a t e r years tne town moved over on the south side or tne
tracks and farther up on the h i l l where i t is* to-day. At one time i t was
a prosperous l i t t l e vi l lage. I t had three or four s tores , and several otner
• businesr- places, a railroad depot, stockyards, -and a school. About a l l that
remains rtow is one store and tne school. In ear l ie r days i t w

ac a snipping
point for strip-rained coal, c a t t l e , and hay. Ail-of tnese ac t iv i t i e s have
now passed on into history".

(Note: The skip on tne tape is due to a broken wire in- tne'
micropnone.)

At some time in the early history oi tne ..niteoak country, tnere was a family
by tne name of Bender wno lived on the mam road tnru une country. Tnore was
the notner and I'ather, a big ole g i r l , and a naif wit boy. It'wr-s toid tn.-t*1

drummers and other travelers would sometimes stop there to rtay a i l nignt.
If the family learned that tne travelers w^re carrying money, they would
knock, them in the head and bury tnem in the garden. Finally, the lawmen
got to<checking on the disappearance of sorne merun-nd suspicion pointed to
the Benders. The Benders loaded up and took o i l , but were caught down
toward .Huskogee. '̂ he suspects w re beir./ taKen to Kansas to ttand t r i a l ,
but lor spme reason they Were ki l led nerr wnat is now Pheasant Hiii ochool,
five miJb s north of Vinita. In consideration <'or tne g i r l i t is said tir t
a rock waA placed over her nead b ' lore f i l l i ng tne grave. In much l a t e r
years, ah 611 well crew was builaing a slush pi t n^ar the oi'i scnool and
uncovered four graves, one of tne bodies' nad "a f la t stone over tne nead.
I t is believed that this was the Bender i amly .

In speaking of the old scnool tnct t,hey attended, rrnnk remembers one scnool
tney called Contrary ^cnool. I t wr.s not mucn of a building, a* d one wir/iqw
dia not have any glass, so they kept c bale of hay atufrea in tnp opening '
during tne wiinter. Ar.ot-.er sc ocl of J^p,e area of the cider. -:avs
H a l l . " f ' !


