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Frank and May Casto “He

The early days of whiteoak Frank recatls thot the town was on the north side
of the railroad. In Later years the town moved over on the south side o1 tnhe
tracks and tfarther up on the hill where it i to-day. At one time 1t was

a prosperpms Little village, It had three or four stores, and several other
busines: places, a railroad depot, stockyards, -and a school. About 2ll thet
remains row is one store and the school. In oarller days it was a snloolng
point for strip-mined coal, cattle, and hay. All-ol these cctivities have
now passed on into history’,

(Note: The skip on tne tape is due to a broken wire in:tne’
mcropnone., )

At some time in the early nistory o! tne wniteoak country, tnere was a !.-mily
by the name of Bender wno lLived on the main road tnru .ne country. Tnere was
the motner and rather, a big ole girl, and a hal? wit boy. It-wes toid tn:t”
drummers and other trovelers would sometimes stop there to ctay atl nagnt,

If the tamily learned thut tne travelers were carrying money, they would
knock them in the head and bury them in the garden. Finallg, the Lawmen

got ‘to-checking on the disapneirance »f some men . and susficion pointed to

the Benders. The Benders loaded up and took oit, bub were caught down
toward Muskogee. The suspects w re be.n, taken Lo Kansas %o ttand trial,

but for spme reason they were ki.led necr whot 15 now Fheasant Hilt ochool,
five milk s north of Vinita. In consideration tor tne girl it 1s saxd tn-t

a rock wak placed over her head b-lore Iilling the grave, in much later
years, an oil well crew was builaing a siush pit near the »id scnoel and
uncovered four graves, one of tnhe bodies nad a flat stone over the head.

It 1s believéd that this was the Bender iamily.

In speaking of the old scnool tnct they aticnded, rrank remenbers one scﬁoo;
they called Conirary ocnool. It was not mucn of a buitding, a3 one window
dia not have any glass, so they keot o bale of hay sturtea in tnhe openinp
during tne winter, Arot-er sc ocl of Lne area ol the oiden ays was ao2d.an
Hal lo ! ; ’



