
February 18, 19^9

I^dex side B, second part, recording time 2J? minutes.

Informant: . ' Frank • Casto, and LiayHiiaerbrand Casto, 82- and 81-
year old Chcrokecs'of Ymiteoak Community, Craig^ County.
Okia.

* • .

Subjects The Castos end Hilderb.ands were among tne e^rly Indian
" . families wno set t led along Pawpaw Greek in tne nhiteoak and

Tifnpson Cnapel country of Craig County. Frank Casto and his
wife May have lived a l l of tneir l ives on land tnei r parents - . '
and grandparents cleared and se t t l ed when the Chorokees u r s t
begin coming to the Indian Territory.

These kindly people nave been connected with Timpson Cnapel
ior over 7u years and have seen and known many of those hordy
Indians of yesteryear wno lived ana died in this community. '

t At the beginning of this visi t~tne Castos talk of tne old
Tinpson churcn. I ts Degiamng started m a log ouildmg early
in the 188US wn.i continued as an organized church unt i l about
193 u> when the Methodists discontinued services tnere. since
tnat time i t :.co served as a comr.unity cr t:;ter. Tne rtev. B. J.
Hilderbrand, a fall-blood Cherokee was a preacner at tne church
in tnu early 1390s, as wore other Inaian proachors s.ich as He.'
£. K. Kendricks and «ov, J. B. Butler, ftev, Hilderbrand is the
father af May Casto. The CastjaG have in the i r possession the
Tinpson Chapel Church Itegister dating before 1890. -̂ t contains
membership l i s t s , b i r ths , marriages, and deaths. Rev. Bear
Tmpson, a ' fu l l blood Cncrokee was a leader in tne community m
the IJbUs and I39us. 3ecause of old age he quit preaching about
•189U, but the cnurcn regis ter does contain an entry vin-yr^ he

* performed the marriage osrenony for »<ash Dick 1 nd ^aran North,
botn Shawnees, on Aug. 9, 1891. Tnis i^ the Jast church record
of '^ev. Timpson, tr:i ne died Dec. 2̂ >, 1898 at cbcut 8U y r s . of

age.

In znv isy of oneir youth rx-- rly a l l of the people of this large
area were Indians, Chorokees rr>->tly, bat som^ oh^-'ineos and a few
Deiawares. In looking at, the old records bf ?U and lJU years ago.
so"E of the Indian iamilies of -he area we>re tne Cskisonsj i<cpdalls,
Se^uitche, Downing, ioudir.ot, Hedbard,, Chalote, Lixwater, Franklin,
squ i r re l , Duck, Lor.goail, tur.zard, ;.nd others. It vas John, o£ tho
Oskisons v,1io gain^i lame as a wri ter . Anong .Ms r.ary successes '.vas
"Brothers Three" a personal, account of !:ic i a n i l y ^ n Indian Territory
days, in .vhicr. .".any oS tnose ta^.e cecpie are mentioned.

Mrs. Casto -as t.-e ^aup tpr of cpr.oar.m Hii^rbrar.d and V.sry ral l i r .
both fullbl^cd Cnerokees. the t^_lc t'..at th^re -vas.a church r-cord
of *he area for tr.e period .iatir.r b°iore trt..t of ..":- book she now
has tn_t hnr mother kept. But xr.or. nor parer.ts norne burned m. the
i s te 1^9'Js tne f i r s t hook was destroyed.


