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February 18, 1969 :

I,dex side B, second part, recording time 25 minutes.

Informant: . * Fpank - Cnsto, and liayliitaerbrand Casto, u2- wnd 81-
year old Cherokecs of Whiteoak Community, Crzig County.
Gkla,

Subject s The Castos cnd Hilderb.andas were among tne early Indian

tamilies wno settled aLlong Pawpaw Greek 1n ine whiteoak and
Timpson Cnapel country of Craigz County, Frank Casto and his
wife Nay nhave Lived all of their ilives on tand tneir parents -
and grandparents cleared and settled when the Cherokees 1irst
begin coming to the Indian Territory, '

These kandly people nave heen conrected with Timpson Cnanel

tor over U years and heve seen and known many ol those hardy .

Indians of yesteryear wno lived ana diea in this community, -

At the beginning ol this visit tne Castos talk of tne old

Timpson churcn, Iis perilaning started in & log ouilding early
’ in the L8Y%Us oni contimed as an orcenized charcn until about
1930, when the Methoaists discontinued sarvices tnere. oince
trit time 1% Les served as a community center. Tne Rev, B, J.
Hilderbrand, a tuall-biood Cherokee was a preacher at Sne church
in the early 1890s, as were other Inaian preachers sach as de.
&, R, Hendricks and fev, J, B, Butler. Rev, Hilderbrznd is the
father ¢f May Custo. The Castes have in their posvession the
Timpson Chapel Church iegister dating betore 1390. It contains
membership lists, tirths, nurriages, and deaths. Rev. Bear
Timpson, a#1ull tlooa Cherokee was a Leader in tne communi ty 1n
the L380s and E3%s. oDeczuse of oild age he guit preachling ebout
1090, but the churcn rtegister does contain an entry wner» he
performed the marricge osremony !or wash Dick ¢nd Saran Nortn,
botn Shawnees, on Aug. 9, 189L. This is the last church record
or sev., Timpson, .nv ne died Dec, 25, L1398 at cbout 30 yrs, of
- age. ‘
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In tne lay of wneir youtn nerrly 21l of tne neori= of this large

area were Indicns, Cherokees mn-tly, bhut some Lhamecs and rew
Detawares, In looking at the old records of 70 und YU yewrs ago.
soe of the Indian tafhiliec of Lhe area were ine u°klsong, wopdalls,
Sermaitche, Downing, Zoudirot, fedbird, Chalote, Lixwater, Franklin,
>yuirrel, Duck, Longuail, buczard, and sthers. It vae Jonn, of the
Jskisons who scined lame as a writer, Among 11s mary sSuccesses wags
"3rothers Three" o versonal. cceount of e tomily in Inaion -nrrlban;
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days, in whicn nany o- tnoce tame recsdle are henulﬁned.

urs, vasto .zs Lre daug ter of S njzmin Hilterbrand and Mary callin
hoth tullbl~2d Cnerokees, the te_ls t..at there was & chirch r-cord
of whe area Iosr tne period lat.rny betore tn.t of .h- book she now -
nas thot hor mosther kept., Butb when ner »narenils nome burned in .the
late L797s tne firct boox was destroyed,.



