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Index side A, part two, recording tine It) min,, interview lime 1 hour.

Informant : • Blaiy Burge, .?O-year-old Cherokee, of
Okoee community, Craic Coun.ty, Oklahoma • "

Subject: Mrs. Surge was bom in ..agorvr £ou::ty, ar/' '"arae to okce
cormunity when she was" about 10 years old. £>he has been

*7* a i l of these years. J "

The beginning and establishment of the viLlare of ukoee seems to
be losp to memory, although i t was known lei'ore the Civil nar.
I t - i s known however tha t ' a group of Cherokees, including the
families of Tucker, Locust, Vann, Chouteau, Friend^ and
Carslojwry had been in this community since th# early psrrt of
the Indian Nation. I t would seem that some of the ancestry
came from eastern Tennessee bringing the name of a Cherokee
village with them, as Ocoee village on the Occee itive\r ivfS

prominent place in eastern Cherokee history. I t ha^ been
said phe Cherokee name translated referrs to tho 'passion flower1.

-The school for the Ckoee, com.aun.ity wcs located about a.mile .aid a
half to -the south which was called Arterberry. The school closed
many years ago *nd nowf busses haul ihe children to Kptchum" or \
Langley. This scnool house, built r."ariy seventy yerrs ago, nips
been well cared for ar.ri is Ubed today as a community meeting center.
In ea r l i e r days i t also served as the church, f">r the area, however,
even before the existence of the j.vrterberry bchool, t^ere was tine
Carslowrey school'whose beginning dates back to the l38Os. Llany of
the old timers s t iLl l iving went to the O,,rslov.rey och->ol, trnvQlir.g
as far as 8 miles in th^ i r young days. .'<hile s ever? l families Wave
lived in -arcl clo se b;r Okoee, there was never a srnool house or a!
church house bui l t in the village. - c \

ror many yecre the annual Okoe° -.r.iiu.-. r a i r r.eid ir. l i t e bepteHer '
v;as an event looked forward to by thot-e cf a Vide area around Okoee.
-he fairgrounds was loCc ted or. the north t ide 'o f Musta"r;g Or^k a \
short distsr.--e res t of the main rocd .thru ir^ vi lxafe. l lrs. Surgei
recr l l s i tne^acres'of wagons, horses, t en t s , camrfir^s, end people ,

i!rs. Purge's fjrr.t recollection of Ckoee wa; that i t v/ds the most J
beautiful place she had ev r aApn. Tne CQOJ. cler.r waters of ?
Mustang Creek flowed -.«;•:btward alon^ the ' nse of a h i l l . On the I
h i l l south of the creek was the. wooded and.pu. ture la^dc1(, while :
on the north was the mile wide f e r t i l e fanning valley. ,1'he^e was - |.
a s tore on the south bank of the creek rur. by a man by name of |
Routs. John Tucker had bui l t and operated the; store many ypars ?
before 19C9, and he was tne" f i r s t poltmaster v.'her. a post office' f
v̂ as established in hib store ?bout 1901. LIr. T r k e r sold \ his , T
store r.nd firmed in the vAlley. Oeorre Bonds had put ik a\ store • s.
oh the h i l l above the creek and took over-the post office vtaiqh i.
las^Gd unt i l about 1913, when, mail service wr.s handled -by Wd. • ^
nai l ca r r i e r s . Up tha creek, and on one. south side w,-s the big '
sawmill operated by ohc ^uisenbertys, while'across the creel^
from them was the gr is t mill ran by the Arterberry family, fyrc. J
Surge-, recal ls that there w^re mnn̂  Indian families Living in\ the |

' co.-rjaunity r.nd along Mustan;: oreek in tnorc old days. \ • -


