
February 2b1, 196?

side A, part three, recording time 12 'rain. Interview tine 1;| hours.

Informant: , Katie Sam, £2-year-old full'blood Cherokee, of
Lowrey Prair.ie, Cherokee County, Oklahoma'- • ,

Subject: ^a^ie is the daughter of <Jatt Sam and loary Proctor Sam, and was
born on Greenleaf Creek in Muskogee County. Theirs Was a humble

! home,' but they enjoyed untold weglth-in being near a clear
[ sparkling Stream, having some rich farm land in the valley, and •

pro'teete4-by the beautiful hills4 She likes to remember this/
wonderful parfe ~"of-^herlife when she was a l i t t l e g i r l . Her father
'had worked hard to provide a comfortable name, arid farmed his valley
% acres well to\make a living for tne family.

It would seem <jfchat the Ch-;rokees were not destined to enjoy anything
Tor long on th£.s earth; Again, the oft told story, here comes the
whiteman to Wipe out ones lifetime of scratching and scraping to'
build a l i t t l e home1, the endless' hours of clearing and claiminc a
few acres, of land tlo farm; and the attachment to a home crxi land the

"" family had ttt'come tip love so well. In one heartless greedy fe l l
' swoop a government condemned, the farms and homes in beautiful Greenieaf

Valley to build Greenleaf lake, The Indians were pcid a meager pitance
for their years of hard work that went into building their horns and
farm land. Tnis l i t t l e , ' t r a i l of tears/ forced these many Cnerokee
families, to seek a/home some other place. The Sam family relocated „-
on a l i t t l e niece of f l int ropk land near COoicson, but Kr. Sam
getting too old to
l e t even so, they

again try to build up a nome and farm again.
:ould1 not ejcape the onslaught of the whiteman,' for

here that hoard came agaih with their Tenkiller Dam"and Lake, .and
•̂ hê  Cookson Hil-ls, Game Hei,'uge. The whiteman just cannot understand
that the Indian ds/eb Lot \\|ant to be crowded, or have his homeland
torn up, or his vflk^sf lifje disturbed. The invasion cuid contamination
that started three or four̂  hundred years ago knows no end. tYatt and
Kary Sam died-in the Cooksostiilils ,wi.th' sad and heavy hearts believing
that the future neid l i t t l e for'the unification and way of l ife so
.hoped for by tne Cheroket?s.

Katie lived with relative^ fox. a while and attended a school near
Cookson. An opportunity jcame for her to go away to an. Indian school,
and she went-to Chilocco jlndian bcnool far away from her homeland,
tor this opportunity^site has been greatful., She stayed at Chilocco
and graduated with "the Class of 1930. , • -

Katie'T/SS employed at different places after fmlshiRg her schooling,
but after a-few,yej?rs her nealth failed and she entered a sanitoriun.
Her recovery *was good and she went to live with an aunt on Lowrey
Prairie in northern Cherokee County and has been here for many years.
Her aunt passed av/ay a few years ago and Katie lives in her humble
and comfortable, home far removed from tne space age confusion. Katie
enjoys living alone at ner home well hidden in t,he woodland adjoining
tne -Prairie, ' • '
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