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| Speaking on old burial plaoes, Mrs. Ross says that the Cherokees '
wish to be buried with their families. Regardless of how %ar-they
might be away from the;r people, they do want to be’broughtaback -
" for burial hear their family. Family ties among Indians are very strong,
‘and they wish to be together in the next'world. |
Mrs. Ross says that her people Were from the Watts, community on the ’ ;

eastern side of the Cherokee Nation. J'Seph .Thompson was her father,

-

4

end VWatt Belt was her grandfather

While the Cherokee Nation was being develo d and s5till under 1ts

&

'own laws ind government her home erea was generally known as the

-

Saline D1str1ct which embraced all\bf the conntry borderlng\Sallne —
Creek, The Families of Ross,. Klngfisher, Vanhq éiossom, Pickup, and”
Slxkiller were the most prominent \\ﬁ ny descenoents also came from -
the P1geons Mlxwater, Squirrel Blagkfox, Blrd, and Rider families.
s :
\\ Iong ‘ago there wes a half Cherokee andihalf Mex1é n who came to the. e,
\\Saline District by name of Joe Hosea? ﬁe had come\ from that small |
\¥monp of Cherokees who.}eft their Arkansgs homes in 18;9 to resettle

‘between the Trinity 'and Sabine Rivers in eest central Texas, where y . v

again the Indians were oppressed and drlven from their homes.

‘Mrs. Ross comments on the sad fact that Ind1 owned lands amd -

\

‘of whiteman strong fences and endless "No
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