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Arthur Fox, 86 years old, of Cherokee ancestry,_
Dodge Vommunity, Delaware County, Oklahoma

Dodge, Indian Territory.

The early day trading nub of Co'̂ skin Prairie" jfes une l i t t l e /

town of Dodge. - Kothxng remains to-day of thtj.s once •
!important trading center in the Cherokee JN'amoh. Cowskin'
Prairie is-located in J.ne extreme northeast/part of the
01$, Cherokee Nation, a°nd is joined on^the iftorth by the " .
Seneca Nation. At one time this area was/a very rich a*nd"
jprpd^ctive farming country, .with many Indian farmers working
the land. In .the days around statehood /the Frisco railroad
ran thru Dodge from Southwest City, lio./to' Grove. A main
street crossed the railroad from north/to south, and another
-street. paralleled tne railroad on the/soixfch side, A'long these
streets was Las ter Store, Lauderdaio/General Mercantile,
Dodge Post Ox*-v,e, ana Edwards General Store. A blacksmith
shop was on the south end of the north-soutn street . On tne
nortn side of tne railroad was tne/ depot, a flour mill,

4a wneat elevator, and a corn elevan;or. Closely surrounding
*tne busine&s dis tr ic t wnerd tne scnool, churdh, aixi several
dwellings. " /

A few miles west JKJP' Dugge. wajj the Harlatid Store and Post" Oifice,
wnich served tire postal needs gf trio community before postal
service was established in Do^ge. Then mail was brought to
Hatland "P.0o by hack or stag? caach from Southwest ^ity, then
distributed.^^o rural delivery existed in-those, days, and

people of the area would call once or twice a month for mail.

Of the old Indian burial grounds, Fields Cemetery is probably^
tne oldest of the area and is s t i l l in use. 'Also tn,e burial
grojunds Vfc Butler School,'and at Poison Cemetery were used by
Indian families. It is at ^olson Cemetery that Gen. Stan «<aibie
a-nd kajor tiidge, prominent during the Civ i l^a r end before, /are
interned. /

In early day Oklahoma, and Indian'Territory Dodge, Grove, &i
Soutnwest City, LIo. were tne only trading centers of north*
Cherokee Nation. Progress and invasion of vmitenan hat> pi
tne Indians out of Cowskin Prairie to record another tragi^
chapter in tne existance of tne Indian.
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