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(November 14, 1968. 'I am in the home of Mr.‘and Mrs, Wilbur Waters, Ponca

¥ L 4

/Qity, Oklahoma. I am Leonard Makér, Osage.! I am representating.-the Mmerican

-
o , 4"

/ ! .
~". Indian Institute at the University of Oklahoma. At this time I am interview-

’

ing one-of the most outstanding men of his tribe and of his talents. Hd/is

a Ponca ‘Indian and he is Mr. Sylvester Warrior.) -
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As far back as ] can remember, from the days of my childhood until now, I

have always been interested in the social life and the religious life of my

-

people, the‘Egﬁca Indian. My sources’ofvlnforﬁaf;én comes from various people
that I bec&mé'acquainteq with as from my own peOple, that is my immediate
“fahdly, Ly, relgtivgs and other places that [ went to,yherg'hen<vere tglx%ngl
“about a different life or the different dachs, ceremonial ritual;sticvdhncesg

"~ “rreligious dances of the Poncas, of the years age, at the«time betore the ,
. | e . )l /

’ removal of the Poncas when they were akang the Missouri River in South Dek.ta

-

" ' and Nebraska. In my day,dnd‘time, we were forced to go to school. And when
I entered school, 'I still remember vividly,'clearly;‘all the stories and folx

- tales, which is equivalent ﬁp the fairy tales of the laucausan raceg, told
N T B . . . ¢ ) .
to me and that T heard from my mother and‘zmy father and my vrandparents, reul

[]

* .w7ll. But then,as when I entered school, Jdue to learnin, the language/ani

" ‘other. book‘léarnifgs, I soon forgol 2ll of these-:most of the Stories that |

’

- 3 heard from my peoplg. But as time went on, I be:ame wore or {ess inter-
. o » v s - \ ,'
ested in the songs and. i the--as I mentioned vefore, the differen®. sinds . ¢
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.Y : . : :
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dances .that I had heard.that cur peopie had danged, way befcre my time, Qa ﬁf>
. Y . ~ ~ ‘ . .
up ‘there prior to their removal to the Indian Territory. And éoﬁe of these
‘4 . < ) ' @ ) '
dances were abolished by - the government and some were considered sc sacred

. 'that they did not p&és the dances to the next generation, for the simple

bl

‘reason tha they were considered sacred and thc people that would Koow anytring

about it;eventually soon died out--as time ueng/én. For instance, we--what



