
Peter Ketchum . " - 2 -

He remembers when th-^re were no roads through the country, just
wagon jtrails and cow paths. In unl'amiliar country people did get
los t , / Peter hims-eli says he has been los t , but he would just turn
nis horse "loose* and i t would take him home.

'Again, t e l l ing about his 1'irst school, he' days that th«re .was an
old blacksmith nearby who had a bunch of hounds, -and the scnool
was thereby named Dogtown. tne building was a rough frame s t ructure .
The f i r s t teacher th?re was Houston Just ice , Alter that Jannie Hoss
was their teacher, .

Coal digging has been going on in tne Gnelsea area as long as he can
remember. Coal raining on a large scale s tar ted about 1910. Some
places he recalls tne coal veins v/ere only tnree Teet under the
ground, in the unite Hill area. Major s t r i p mining was done south
of Cnelsea toward Claremore.

He remembered that Cnemsea was originally caLled Neck Da v i s . He t e l l s
that Chelsea got gravel s t ree ts down town about lyifo, and l a t e r nad
a few coal o i l s t ree t l i g n t s . He recal ls seeing the f i r s t e lec t r ic

ts in Claremore.

He has seen l i t t l e towns in nis time become prosperus and tnen die
out and disappear. Among them are C a t a le , Ailuwe, Jboyil, Bushynead,
iluby, Hayden, Goody's Liufi , and Centra l ia .

He t e l l s of seeing Indian t r a i l markers made of p i les of rocks on
mounds through tne country in early days. Traveling Indians had
a system of communication by, using rocks , wnicn »vas understood
by others.

He reca l l s that winters in tne oid days were much more severe
tnan they are^nov.- days. Sometimes a snow storm would l a s t for
ten days, unen t ravel ing in bhe winter, he would have to cc^ off and
walk boside the wagon to keep v.-arm. They only lived"about ten miles
iront Cnelsea and could nake ' i t in one day without having to camp out
overnight. One time lie arid his brother-in-law had hauled wr.eat into
Cneisea. /iext day they s ta r ted home and got caugnt in a blizza.-d.
Tnejf nad a new heating stove in tne wagon, so they bui l t a f i re in
i t | o get warm. The stove/got red hot and nearly burned the wagon
dowp.

Remembers seeing f i r s t cars' about "l^lU., and would go down to road
to isee them go. by. 'iney could near thetn coning for miles.
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ut t;.e only entertainment in the old -ays AIS Saturday night souarfc
ce, and pa r t i e s , fne country people looked iorward to taoie events,
other entertainment was nomeniade, and enjoyed. Singing meetings

we|e another popular vray of entertainment in tne early days.

Cnaisea a r e a ^a li^ nave the timber that other communities had in the
eaiW days, rfhat l i t t l e sawmill work done was with oak and elm, and
sometimes ash ind sycamore. '.men someone in community had a burnout in
early days, neighbors would haul in lumber and put up another house of ,
rougn lumber. *


