
Qeorge Key a

Tells "of Qoback C n n s t i e , a master Indian blacksmitn in the early days.
How he could duplicate a pocket knife blades to perfection in looks

,and metal temper. Also could,make anything, including watch springs
to wagon rims. /

uhen travelers cane through the country, i t was cdnno'h practice to
stop when da/ness came and put up wjltn tne l i r s t home owner. A
practice nov/ gone. .

In early days there ..as much big Limber in the countr/, especially in' .
the valleys, On top of the h i l l s there were many places wh.'.re onr co J-d
cut good grass for hay.

He recalls |iis la ther , uiley Keys, t e l l ing of going to mila. in i-'ritckart
Hollow back in the l87Os. Tnis old mill pro.; Aj . s :.ioved sometime in
the lbbOs, as ::o . T/-' s xy.n. L', ."re : L :'-V <-I. . A , ; i t oi Uie mill race is
s t i l l there near the big spring.

He has seen Barren FoVk itlver end I l l ino i s r ivers go :.ro,\ l e r . r c i : ; f
Ewec::s, to tne present trashy, brush f i l l ed //aters.

Bnck in Terr i tor ia l ciays, a man could commit a critfe in '>c..2'•}:•:• rt.. x
;: c cone Into Indian Territory arid be safe from the lew. whiskey
runners traveled between Arkansas end Indian lY-rritory : t nignt to /
keep iro.:; getting caught. Uolfc't whiskey was bottled in quarts in those /
da- s and most families kep -some for medicinal purposes. Lany Indian ,'
remedies 'include a bit of whiskfey, the1 same as alcohol is used today. ,(
Licensed medical doctors we re coerce, iri early day-s^ ,̂ nd ,i.iost people had .
to do their own treatment and care of the sick and injured. He rememyers
the f i r s t doctor to co'ne into Veiling. Tne doctor and his. family of /
fdur lived in 4 two room shack w i t h m r t floor, unt i l he could make / ,
enough vto build a better place. George says that i f a ianiiy owned/
e buogy in tnose days uhey became \ne e l i t e of the community. A nan's
;..ord vac his bond in. the old days, uelatos iiis iutner t e l l ing of his
'jjranafath. r , v.r.o .. ;.s a judge in the CAorokee lot ion Court. R.s grs/ndiether
related tines uhen a nan »vno .vet to ie\hung vfouid t>e released unt i l the
day set for his hanging, en^ the maii ,,'o\id Lho>tr up on tne, aay end /proceed
with tne delicate na t te r .

xtei&tcs t.'.et vieilini,, v.̂ s a nice l i t t l e to^ii in i t s d^ . Llucn handling of
railroad Lies and lu^oer, and sau xobs v»ui4> shipped- from .ruling'. A cotton
gin .vas.put in "the t s-erved a lorge area of Vie h i l l country around there,
a^d cotton .«6S snV, ed out of litre. At one t̂ Linu tluve ivere four paeseiige*r
trains serving' Welling. c'

Concnents on now tne government nas treated tne Indians, ^he Ind
been moved eround, 'promised ever^rtnif;g under the sun, l&nd tekeh
and egem,' and tne governnen:. still is not satis.lied, Indian o
been mich be "tter off if left alone.

li ini.es s tor ies r.anded doe:r. to 'him from nis loiks aii

Indian has
gain

Indian woala have

times
i:» Indian Kei-ion. Unicjn soldiers\ would teke ani-tning they ..anted.
Drive off c a t t l e , take horsfes, take a \ l neat in. smokehouse. A,.d tnen
•peopie v.-onder why tnere is sach a disl ike ior the northerners.

Tells o-f :.ow children were raised in old days. Hickory whip was applied
for iniractions of family-rules,. George says he dpt±is share of whippings.


