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Jegs nrighﬁ, -82-year-esld Gherekee, Earsn .
Commw.ity, Adeir.Ceunty; Oklahoma . . .
Mr, Wright was born in thls eaotgrn Adair commquﬁy and ¢

\
Lhe toax of Baron is nanwd after Barren Ferk R1Vcr nIlCh
Elews thru. the town. At different ‘times the name of the'
eawly villa;e and the river has been spelled in ether
ways. -The present spelling is -taken frem the name put

. on the depet when the Kansas, City Southern railread came
Cthru in-1895. The-srigin of the name is lest, yet some

belleve -that it was se named after a-pldce absve maren

" where the river was falrly wide and flat and deveid sf

vhrees and brush en é€ither side. -As -an dndian villase ..

.1t dates te a peried shortly after the 1639 arrlval of

¢he Ch-rokees frem the egst.
The .spark tqat nelped »aren becone a thn was the. coming
of tiie K,C,5, railrged in ihe’ 18905. ‘At that “time nearly

" all of the peeple i the area were iull-bloads or paurt

.. Chérekee, OSems of the preminen; Cherekee families livin,

there then were the Therntens, wedbirds, Ulines, Duncans,

- Dewnings, Adairs, drights, whitmires, uatts, Squirrels,’

and Christies, .. Few Indian families live' in saren te-day,
havihg moved awoy ‘frem the railrsad and the busy Federal
Nighway +oe 59 te find hemes at Peavine, Rabbit Trap, .
Mulberry Nsllew, cnd ether communities, The econsmy has -

waned badly in recent years, as Baren has ne industry save.

the small“ch.rceal plant te support ‘it. weng since gone are

the bank, the large- mercantile steres, sawmill, and et:ier
means of supperf. At one tine karen had a newspaper- ‘called

"ihe fube", teo held the area tegetner newswise, The depot

is gone and this ence pepular g"therln. place is only a .
menory to the eider residents. ‘At Jne time ihen meney was,”

hard te cone by, vhe K,C,5, leaded and.hauled huge quanultles
oI gr.vel aui eoi borpen Fork River bed. Lseadi.g was done by -

hand, team and wagony but 1ura1shea a %3000 menthly payreil .

tn.t kept the comtunity geing untfl better vimes... In early days

uae, celin industry of the comiuty-wes farming dnd timher-work.
‘=Many car leads of raiiread ties were cut and leaded sut by

the

Indluns Seme swali amoubtel work has oveen made availaole by
sne- cha;csal*olant wi:th alss buys its weod frem the natlvas.

xhe f:Lrst schnl what Kre nrliht remrbers at )ann was a leg
builéing. 'This stood f¥T wdny years, snd ias replsced with a

reught frame building, Lat , al.out.1999 a-brick sche.l bulLﬁ}ng
was erected and_served the cemmunity fer many years, bau ic '
L I

“1:vel by bus te Westvilled»r ts Stillwell., Yet, the eold sCheols '~

cioucd in an-fféé 31 Jasri coucalienadl idess, Chilav..

of Boren previded the enly educatien some of the many Iniisns

were able te ebtain,
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