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«right, ,82-year-ele4 Qherekee., Bareri
Gemmuiiity, Adair .County, Oklahoma . #

. . .
•Subject: 'Mr. Wright wa6 born in this-eat. tern Adair conuauiiity and

has lived hore'all af h%s l i f e .
1'he tern: -of Baron is najmed after -Barren- Fork -fiivtr vvaich
tfl'ews thru, the town. At different tines ,the name of the1

early village and the rive-r has been spelied in ether
ways. -The present spelling i s -taken f,rea the name put

. en the depet when the Kansas, City Southern railroad came -
.'thru in 1Q«5. The-origin of the name is. l e s t , yet some •
^ belie.ve .that i t was so named after a* place above »aren.

where the river was fairly.wide and. f lat and deveid of
ofcrees and brush en either side. -As an Indian village •
i t dates to a period shortly after- the 1639 arrival of
4he Cherokees from th« e | s t .

The spark ti^at helped *aron bece.ae a t.jwn .v/as the;, coming
of the K.C.5. railraed in the'lflfOs. ;At that'tine nearly
a l l of the people of the'area were full-bloads or part .. \
Cherokee. Se-aae of the prominent ^heroke-e families l iv in c
there then were the Thorntons, itedbilrds, ^lines'^ Duncans,
Do'ftnings, Adairs, ^rights, rthitmires, i»atts, Squirrels,"
and Christies. ...*Vw India'n families l i ve ' in *aren to-day,
having moved away from the railroad and the busy federal
*ighway.j»®. $f to find hones at Peavine, Habbit Trap,,
Mulberry loll*1*, and,e«ther "comnUnities. The econeay lias ' •

waned badly in recent years, as Barun has no industry save,
the smair-charco.al plant to support I t . -̂ ong since g;one are .«̂
the bank, the larEe' rnercantile* stores, sawaill, and etr.e'r ' •
means of support." At one tine i»ar©n had a newspaper called

"She itube", to hsld the area together newswise. The depot
is gone and this ehce popular ;Withering, place is only a .'
cienory to the eider residents. 'At -one time uhen money was,"*
hard to cone by, uh'e K.C.5. loaded"and.hauled huge quantities
oi; gr vel out of io.r;«n Fork rtiy^r bed. Loadii.c "..as done by * -
hand," team' and wâ on̂  but furnished a v3CO0 monthly payroll

. iaiX kept thu corrtunlty coin^ uncJLL'better Limes. - In early days
» L:ie>.:,toin industry of the coniaUiuty-.r&s farming and timber Avork.,s
-kany car'loads of raixroad t ies were cut and loaded out by'the
Indians. Some smalx amsoitoi .vork has oeen made available by-
one-chare sal ^piant wnifch alss buys its.-ood from the .natives, '

ihe f irst school onat Mr. nri|ht reoenbers at laron was a l*»g
building, "fiiis st»o6d ftTP iuiny-years,.'and .Wat; repji ced.viith a.
reught frame bailding. Later., about, l j t ? a-brick schojl building
was erected snd.served the community for many years, ba^ iu tya
CxOvXd- in ui.f- ±f.hk jf .a^srii z..iZx'^1.9iitl ideas, Chii-v-.* ;.JT V -
:i<vel by bus to Westvil le^r to St i l lwel l . l e t , the old schools
»f K?ron pi^evided the only education sone of the many Indians"
»/ere able to'obtain.
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