
Gilbert F'aiiin

The ea r ly ' s e t t l e r s and pioneers had some hen; tiir.es, but they «endure& then.
Gib, recal ls seeing 'sofhe school children fjo barefooted a l l .'.'inter long,
snow and ide hoWithstcndin£. £lotnirt£ /was secondary to ;/ .ttin£ soiiethine
t o e a t for.sonie pi-the.people-. * " " ! . . > • ' • -

They recal l tnat thejpe used to be dr if ters and travelers f:,oin[; thru the
country. I t w^s customary for people to take in t ravelers and strangers '
in those days without question, feed them .'-lid Keep tnem overnight. I t
was" also a custom to load up Lhfc iainily in a wag an and t ravel to spnie
neighbors house and stay a l l day am maybe stay a l l n i ^ t . . Tnis w&s
a welcome t r ea t for both i 'anil ies. Any ente.rtainnr.nt to be had was
that of the i r OY,TI making. L i t t l e money wes to be had in tnose .lays,
and the acquisition of materials cano mucja by barter ana trade. Gib
rela tes that some one took some ve^otablcs or Trait to a store to
do some trading ana in the process got back two tomatoes in change.

Gib recal ls putting in his f i r s t crop" of corn v/ith a pair of riules
Y/hich he n a d t o break, "c only had an old 16" .-.alkinj; plov; a:d a
broken down cul t ivator neid t o o t h e r with balin,, .vire sna boards.
But ,ne made a good crop that year end s tar ted nis roact to tin; successful
farmer-rancner he is today. i«ow witn tractors anu modern farn equipment,
he says he sometimes stops in tne f ie ld end ref lects on tnose e a r iy
daya with just a b i t of nostalgia, spiced with a b i t o£ ruilo that he '
has had i t ' s o good.
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