Gilbert Fallin _ o a3 : .

In tne days of tneir_%gg)ny there was not much crime in tne country. Xost
people were too busy Trying to. make a Living., There were difterénces of
oppinion.at times, usdally settled by a knock-dodn-drag—out tignt. There was
a Sheritt by tné name of Joe Bread at Vinita; snd sore Indian marshalls who

kept what lLaw and order was required, Un one' gccassion George Squirrel
killed -John Downing in a gun fi ht at Estella. Another time there, Bert -
Doublenead shot Frank Skeen ‘in a drunken brgwi., Bert went to prison fer
tive years, but.the killing prayed on nis mind add he died shortly after
release from tuberculosis contacted in’/prison. After kort <ied nis wifey
Susie' Doublehead,. married Blossom Boot, Sam Parks, a Oncrokee lawyer
an Vinita, handled many ¢ases requiring Llegal aid 1or tue qulans of

the community. .

Barly nouses m tue commuulty were nostly made of dogs. John Erown put
-up a saw mill on Pawpaw Creek and provided many witn tumver with which .
to build rough board houses, - There was some good Sauastoue in the area

" ana some houses were bulit of it. :

Gib'relates that’ the oid log structure that was Tizpson Cnhapel was torn
down about L9LL ‘and the people of ine community built the present Cnapel
with their own .iczbor and,mpnqy. mr. Fallin's 1ather hauled the Lunber
tor tne corstruction on a wagon tfrom Vinita. Somehow the Methodist Churcn
got control of the chapel, which tney lLater closed anc were going to
remove it, *‘he people of tne community bougnt it back for $lul

(whicn was nard to come by in tnose Jlays), even though tnc people built e
.owned the bullamg in tne first place.
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Gib's tather made many cofrins in the eerly days, ana nis mother and a
Mrs. Frankiin would line tne coilins with cotton md cloth Lo pub away
their dead, Thg dead were nct enbalmed in those l\ays, as' the undertaking
business wss a new pr01e351on. Lost ramilies could not z1isrd the Luxury
ol an andert¢ker tnen. ’ ,

Gab's 1atner died when‘he wes threc yiars oid, cud nis motnor Jussed zway
when he was fiiteen, Bbert Oskison, a half brecc Cherokee was adpointed
by tne Cherokee Cusurt as nis guardian, ihe Oskison's w re prominent
t.rmers zna raepchers in the Lstella commnity, ihcoré were three of

the boys: Jonn¢°kért,,and Dick. John gttended Uncrokee lile de~ihary cnd
becare a writer, iis best kn»mn ook was "irothers Three", acaling with

oy . ®

als family and “ine' comiunity. in carly oays in Indita *crrltory. ) L
: . . ot .
anctaer & ngllir or co"vgnlence, cconoxy or cnoice, raiy ¢ rly .- 4wliens
did.not £o bnru tue civil cerendn ﬂ*‘*"rrla"e. Comron law rmuyric, ere
acve‘t :d.  Separation and lisowrvment of & ¢ovn Li. .ol CLWRLLEh 1D
-zl vprablems. Sonc howevar Hrelorr o Lll L Il e s crvices conduacted by

an Indian ninister or obiver Loral zatisrity.

/ M .

IThe Pallins recall itinmec when serious on. desirictive wodns aic fuirie
fires ravaged tne count wclore fire sceson oI thc fe:’\\“eovle would:
rake.end burn leaves, eds and ;rass ‘zroand sneir bullalngs . inen tires
broke sut all tne-nci nbors wowld wur.: sub So Uignt tne fire, wxt roads
werc just trails tnru tne woods, =n. To tre gnacguaintcd3 4 serson could
get-Lost ez2s5ily in those early <ays. s )
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