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In tne days of tne i r you£n^ there, ;was not muan crime in tne qountry. Most
people were too busy Trying .to make a l iving. There were differences of

oppinion.at t ines , usually, se t t led by a knock-down-drag-out f ignt. There was
a Sheriff by tne name of .Joe 'Bread a.t Vinita,' and some Indian marsha'lls who
kept what law and order was required. un one' occassion George Squirrel
ki l led John Downing in a gun f i ht at Es te i la . Another t ine there, Bert
Doublenead shot Frank Skeen "in a drunken Srawi. Vert went to prison for
five years, but, the k i l l ing prayed on nis mind add he died shortly af ter
release from tuberculosis contacted in 'pr ison. After iurt-^lied his wife/
Susie-Doublehead,. parried Blossom Soot. Sam Parks, a Gnerokee lawyer
in Vinita, handled many caaus. requiring legal aid lor t^e Indians of
the community.

Sariy houses in tne community were mostly made of l o s s . John »rown put
- up a saw mill on Pawpaw Creek and provided many witn lumber with which .
to build rough board houses. Thtre was some .good sauusii^iK. in the area
ana some houses were bui l t of it."

Gibvrelates that ' the old log structure that was 'i'mpson Gfiapei was torn
down about l9±k and the .people of the community buil t the present Cjria"pel
with the i r own labor and,money. Krv FaUJLin's la ther hauled the umber
l o r tne .construction on a wagon from Vinita. Somehow the Methodist Church
got control of the chapel, which tney laser closed ana were- £om£ to
remove i t . '̂ he people of tne community bought i t back for #luO
(whicn was hard to come by in tnose viays), even though tne people bui l t ana

-owned the building in tne f i r s t place.

Gib's father made many cofiins in the early days, anu nis nother and a
Mrs. franklin would l ine tne coffins with cotton end cloth to put away
the i r dead. The, dead were not enbaimed in tho.se lays, as^ the undertaking
business v̂ as a new profession. Host families could not ciford zhe. luxury
of an undertaker then. '

Gab's ia tner died when'-he vt>s thr.ee y:£.rs old, crad nis notrur passed av/ay
when he. was f i i t een . Sert Oskison, a half breed Cherokee v,as appointed
by tne Cherokee C-jurt .as nis guardian, 'ihe Oskison's v; re prominent
farmers end r8p.chnrs in the Lctella, conrratiity. ihr.re vert.- three oS
the boys: J o h n / W r t j ,c.nd Dick. John attended Cnsrokee Lde ^e^-itiary and
became a v/riter. liis best knjv.n book vras "brothers Three", fic;iiir:t"; witji
his family'and st::e% com;'-iU..ity. in ;-arly-uays in Indiuu

rtnotner a n .̂-'.•<.'r of convenience, economy, o rcno ice , vicixf i-- r ly .• ." xn'\irns
die. not «o tnru t-nc c i v i l cereno^- <"f" r.arrjlace. Coirron law r.^rrir.^GS .are
accepted. Separation and iisoo.vnKmt- 01 STCD"1:.^I: i; .. OI.J..;: -i,«c.iic'; no
lc;;al problems^ So:u: however ;>iv-'.:rr .1 '«..;. . . av i ; e b TVICCS condictcd by
an Indian n i ras te r or othor lcca.1 ai t i .or i ty .
/

A'he r a l l i n s reca l l tir.ee v.-her. serious -ru ucs»nctLve uoo^c c.:.a / ^
f i res ravaged tne coontiy. _*C1OTC f i re season ox the yeSr> people wc
rake.or.d burn leaves, t/eeds and ^rass V_r.o-incl jneir buildings . .fner: f i res
broke out a l l tne- ncijibors would vara jut to iij;nt tne f i r e , idlest roads
v/erc just t r a i l s tnm tne v/oods, sn^ to tne uriacqaaintcd-, a person co--ld
get- lost easily in those, early v-ays. #


