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In its peak grewth Okay had a/bank, mercantile and general steres,

twe drug stores, three netels,\lumber yard, cotten gin, truck anu
mplemnt. factery, twe railreads and depets, and other business

cstablishnents. The KATY (Misseuri, Kansas and Texas Railread)

and the IAON MOUNTAIN (Misseuri Pacnlc Ragilroad)were the two . -

railreads going tarougn Okay. RS .
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In the early days-there wus much Tarming in the rés, The farmers -

rgised excelient crops ef Gorn, wneal and sats, aleng with fine )

prairie hay. GCotten was anether impertant crop raised in the -

fertile valley. Much grain, hay, and cottenwas shipped out eof

om.‘ - ' . ‘/// ' \'\/ - *
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. Belle dest ronembers stories teld by her mother. Dmn,p.g the Cinl

war her grandfather, Frank Smith, was captured by the Federals in
the early part—ef the war. MNe was given the ¢hoice of working fer
the Union er geing te prisen., de chese te werk and-drove a freight
.wagen. Shoes were a.parently scarce in those dayS, as she tells
thai he were one sije Ll shoe and one sije Li shee, During the
winter he told of driving a six-mule team across the frozen rivers,
winters were severe at that time, The family home i.as near Ft, .

.. Gibsen during the @ivil war. The Union seldiers rebbed her grand-
~mother twice, Once they killed seven milk cews.and judt teek pgg_v“ -
\ei:rts trem the carcasses. A Unien seoldier threated te kill her - ‘

anu the children, but a Union man whe knew the Insian tamily
prevented the tragggy. On the second robbing, the seldiers
burned their heme, While the heuse was burm.ng, a seldier teore
a' atring of beads Lrem'one of the children' s neck and threw them
in the m. ,
During her paren‘te tixe, Mrs, West tells of her felks talking absut
the Sam Meusten place, Iney believe 34m Ncusten's double leg house . .
~  steod en the eld Scett place, as did Village Neoshe. MNany InuanS/”*"
lived areund Village Keoshe and hunted, trapped and tished tne
rivers. There was a trading pest at this Three Ferks place and /
hides, dried fish, and ether naterials were shipped by river beat.
Mrs, West remembers her felks telling about the fine hugm fire places
in the Neusten heme., <lhe tireplace mantlieas were of large one piece
pelished walmut, and the heartn was ef ene large smeoth stene, ihe

house' was made of hewn tinbers 42" thick when finished.
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Mr, West tells of having lived acress the river en Bayou Xenard foer
a while as a.young man. It was here that a lime kiin was established
- te furnish lime for use in making noartar. Ne remembers alse that———
there was a big stene burial vault en Bayvu ¥enard, but its purpese
and these hurted there were never known, but dated befere the Cfvit
#ar. There were other.cemeteries in tne area, tife principai ones
being at Three Forks Schev. and at Ft, Gibson. Newever, many lamiiles
buriee their-dead in the back yards of their nomes.__Over tne years
" these eud ramily graves have lest tneir identjty te abandenmens o.
eld homes, plewing ever the graves, and brush and tree growth,
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