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Informant: Samuel Cummins, O8-year-old rull bloo¢ Cherckee,
Rocky Ford Community, northern Ch.rokee “olurty, Okla,

Sub ject: ¥r. Cummins, now the pastor of New Mission Ineian Cnurcn,
at nocky Ford, was born and nas spent most of his lite
in this area. He is ine son of Joseph Cumm;ps, an early .
day preacnur abt Rocky Ford

Inis interview begins witn kr, Curmins reading from the
Hew leSlon Indian “hurch minate book which is all written
in the Cherokee language., Tne first entry desls with the
;L organization of the churcn and is dated Sept. LO, L1905.
Recorded is the procedures of business and the nages of
some 24 Indians present. Kr, Cummins ywas unz.le to
translate some of the nanes., HNis rather was Qiscted to
be the 1firsu pastor of tais new churcn, Prior™to tnis
time the Indiars nac a cnurch building tase of logs and
located about z quarter mile up the creek from the present
location, Tnis ola churcn buileiny burned about L903 or
190k, ’ K ‘

lle recalls that nhe rirst attended school in a log builaing
then located just back of his preésent Iqme. HRe attended
Sequoyah training school Iorthree months, but got Lonoqome
and' run off and cuse home. le then attended tne In¢ian
School at Ocks ana Lituse AQHU(S. Aiterwarus ne spe:.t. three
years at Concno Inaian Schoeld,

y At one t.me 21l 51 the Land arouand focky Ferd was ownea by
Inaians. #ow n= cuys thut tne white man nas'rob most of the

viznd, g bthe Lioolnns o2 Live “n small one- tov 2u-acre
tracts. . \
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kr, Camnins works witn nis veosle ot only abtending their
spiritaal cmuorelizac.s ooecs, bat nelps atth their Community
. ‘Center work.

e is aCquasniea aibn Lue Jignthawk Clan w.icn is quite aciive

.~ 1in the Chewey District. <‘hey worship according to the fire
ritual. ihey zre arcinst waiseman invasien ane buying Irdian
land, Some oI thenm hve refised to boke ang~J0vcrn.emt money ,
whether due, as they <o not want to be obrigatei t- the
Government, +they believe the Governmenat 1is bent on gebting
what 1i.tle land they have left, .
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