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;‘a“'nﬁnihs.' Itve lived\in Seminole county sinc 1912 "Prior to‘thaﬁﬂtime, S
A1a llved in the south part of Hughes county for - from 1905 untll 1912
= . i g : g‘,; %‘ & h N
SN BE?}AN TEACHrNG SCHOOL AT THE AGE OF RIGHTEEN

r
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- T bégun teachlng school when I was barely 18 years old. I was

LT

;’teachlng at a llttle place called Cablness, about 6 mlles from Stuart

on‘the‘highway - from Stuart to McAlester. During the time that I was

LY

teachlng schoq} at Cabiness I got acqualnted with a good- many Indians.

" “hat, was Choctaw countryﬁ It seems to e that all the grown Indlan boys -

1« *
‘were good ball pla&ens becauSe I was ass001ated W1th - so many of them -

th&ﬂ\dld play ball regularly in. the summer tlme. "One mornlng - whlle -

o the way from where I: yas boardlhg, to the school I met an,Indlan;

k»“.,

the name of Waddle Nelson. Waddie was a blg fat Indlan, probably‘welghed

by
’280 or 300 pounds. iBut he was a eatcher for the Arpelar IndlanjBas ball

-Team. Waddie was a good catcher'but\he couldn' t~run. He was too.f%t

-So he wanted me to be - be - manager of thls Indian ball team, because
. could
I could help hrm catch - 1n the frrst place “- and/schedule games since

2 .F \

. none of them talked good Engllsh.v I've always wondered why I didn't .«

learn the Choctaw language because I had S0 many of them, but I wouldn t

.
!

 try. And never did. Then in 1912 a ter I’ d taught Pour years. at this

" llttle Cablness town, I came to Semlnole countv, to - Butner, as a pr1nc1pal

AJ

of.the Butner school. At that tlme‘there was only -as I recall - only

,three hlgh schools in this county, Wewoka Sema.nole, - Konawa. ‘We'd have - / !
- . .

one of ,the most 1nterest1ng thlngs that would happen in the school- system i

v

_ of‘thatﬁday was the track meets, track and field meebs, every sprlng. 1
xecall that whlle I was teachln a; Sam s school house, Jjust north of Wewoka,
and I héﬁ threb or fOur»Indlan boys in school who were good athletes..‘
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