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Oh,. it started way back in—-I guess--as far back as I can remeuber there were

chiefs already elected before 1896, by Left Hnnd and them And they carried on.

And of course some of them dropped out by death, and thex electdd new ones to tage
their places. .And they carried on uptil I got old enough ‘to listen t?o them. Some-
times the couﬁcils,were being held in our camp. Then my father and them would teke
charge. I learned quite a bit and then I go\\active After the coupcils I'd ask
my Dad what about that thing, what about this thing, what about this problem He' d
always tell me. Then thesge mixed bloods, sometimes thoge of our relations oould
come out to our‘home and ask for Dad about this problem he had known, present, how
they were brought about. Then in turn thep'd tell him what thep learned in school.‘
‘Learned through history; And I listened to all that. And he used to tell them, he:
said, "Trhis boy that sits by me that lietens close--ouendéy he's going to be the

only oné man the Cheyenne-Arapahoes gonna depend on." He was telling about me.

EHe 8 a good Uistener " And when the council’was over, he'd always ask me queetions
{

and I al ys tell him the truth. jrhat 8 what I used to do, you know. That's how I

got my 1nformation ‘ '

(Well, the peOple that were on this General Councilthat you had before you bad this

Constitution, were they chief97 pid they have to be cbiefs?) K S ' =

Not necessarily, no. There were some that weze pretty'ggll educated men on the |

Council. |

(Were tbey elected'by the--)

By th;ir respective districts. See, we h::e ten digtrictS'throughout'the seyen
countres in,wbioh th2 Cheyenne-erapahoes livef-groups: ‘And.there was mapbeQ%io or

t?ree representativee from every district. there were some radicals, all rtght--

them days, but tbey wouldn't last iong--you hnoy, potitical q}nded youug felldhe.‘

Even‘those‘that were not chiefs. . .

(What bin@ of radicals were they?)0 °

Well they had. their own personai Opyuione preiiy well established‘and in ding,

and they'd speak out publicly their ‘views. They wu]:dp"t meet with no approval,

though, but they always know who they»were ‘SomethingF}ike--theyfhad some pereonal



