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ANECDOTE ABOUT GERONIMO SELLING HAWK FEATHER FOR FIVE'DOLIARS

' (Wnat was he like?)

C oy v

~ That's his picture there. He's a full-blood Indian. He's small. And he had

/

ngok'eyee--oh, Just like eagle eyes. I saw him sell a five-cent red bandana
/ ' ‘

/dirty/hendkerchief for five dollars to some visitors from Baltimore. And then

—

we used to go\o&er and they had theireown homes there, beyond the corral, and
a bunch of us;;Comanche boys and myeelf--used to go o;er there just to be with
him.‘ We used to like to play cardé{ And one frosty morning--wé went through
Fort,Sil%T-just as we‘used to cone out of Fort Silivinto“that timber=--went through
there and i picked up a hawk fegther that had shed from a hawk. It was about

so long, and about that wide (5-6" longjz/ And we got 1&§thefe in the corner of
that little old house and he was raking fire. He was all ready, and we said,

"Hello, Geronimo!" "Ho, Ho, Ho. Making fire," he said (Jess imftating Geronim

with deep voice), in Comanche. He spoke pretty fair Comanche. So there was

some cloth there--a piece of canvas--and we spread it out. "Well, let's play
LY Ny
cards." . So we sat down. He stood there a whlle and then he sat down and played -

with us. Pretty soon a buggy--a two-seatled buggy--droﬁe up--black team. A

man and woman--well, there were two men, all dressed in biack, and a heavy-set

woman dressed in black,(gnd the teamster--drove up. Somebody. peeked around and
said, “"Is Geronimo here?" "Yeah, he’ s here. " They talked and he got off. He
come in and shook hends. "Geronimo, this is so- and—so from Baltlmore. You

I

know, these folks was comlng out to see h;m, T guess " The lady stood there.

"Geronlmo, do you understand Engllsh?" And thls CLmanche boy’ ‘boldwhim,‘"No.,~

¥

. No sava Understand Mexlcan, , Wasn’t nobody co%ld talklMex1can there but him.

"Well, you cduld talk to the ofn‘.‘lcers----’L There Vas one or' two offlcers that

spoke fluent Mex1oann- "T"was gglng to ask hun 1f he had anythlng to Sell M

-

J

Then they told hlm. Sometlmes he d sell a rlng, maybe, or a bracelet QY -some-

.
Al

thlng llke that. And we stuok\that feather on hlS hat--a old slouoh hat. And

2 ) ¥
one of those Comanche boys sald, "How's that feather on your-hat?" He took hlS
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