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why I thlnk I can be of seérvice, to you. I have been to college and so has
. . v,

Crosslin. We're what the whlte man call educated. We know hoe to get.things

dones-but 1t S up to you, our people, to tel us what to do. We're here to
Serve you, to work for you I can't over emphaéige this, becasue I've seen
the Bureau of Indian Aﬁfalrs. I've seén the Uhited States Public Health

" Service. I've seen all other kinds of groups that say they're there to
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help you and‘yet when they come and after they're gone, you haven't been - _

helped: I've seen this all my life. So we have established an office. in /
‘Tahleghsh. And through this 6ffice we hope to help you. We can't do it for
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-you no.one can do it for you, hut we can help you do it. We have everything ,
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necessary to conduct busine%s. We have,an office telephohe, travel mone&,
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and this and that We kfow where to go to.get thlngs. But we can’t d7
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anythlng w1thout you the people. It S always dlscouraged me that we ave;‘
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S0 many Cherokee Indidn people and yet they don't act as one group ¢

act as 100 different communities, I hope that in the near future ‘sometime
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.that all Cherokee people will work together l think thls 1s poss1b € that

3

. in the very near future because for the first tlme we have been allowed to
work at'it That’ ‘why~I’m here, Ism here to somehow or anether bulld -

- .
'an organlzatlon, called the Cherokee Natlon of‘bklahoma And you know \
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there used to be a Cherokee Natlon betore statehood. Untll that timé the

* Cherokees were doiné well‘for themselves When congress took av;ydgrom us,
the rlght to'govern—our own--ls vhen we etarted hav1ng\hard tlmes Now for
‘)the flrst tlmef-}hc1dentlya Chlef,Keeler has worked for_a loué long time’ to
get cougreés.to approve.hs runuing;our'owh business. He'finallyfdid and )

"that was when he hired me. T don't kmow how to get all of this done. But”
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I ‘do know the flrst thlng we have to do . 1s get ourselves organlzed We have

to flnd some way that Crosslln and’. I and Chléf Keeler back in -the offlce, can

pree - oa
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communlcate w1th you here in this community. We need ‘to’ tell you what we are
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..doing and in turn you}need/to tell us what your needs and desires are. We
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