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the army to volunteer for the army. I was éh youngesf. I ‘wag won-,,

’dering what I was going to do. Well, they say take thkse pape S'home,f

4

and let your pirents sign ﬁhém; and if youfre seventeﬁn, you had to /
have parehts consent so these guys.took theirs home. And I know I/
wasn't as old as they were, I was sixte n. So I walked up 1nt¢ the
bank .and stood around there and wonderged what I was gOIng to d%ié
'cause everybody was g01ng I .was budd W1th, so I 31gned my grand—

mother s name on theré and took it pack. And next‘week we/WenT for
|

, a physical examination. And I kngw how it was before)wheh my brooper
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left, and how the people went to/the bus station and khéy, theﬁhpy

was leaving, and they'd all cry/and they d break(
' A
service. And I thofight nOW”lf’I pass ny. phy31cal examlnatron ‘T'm

/
no£ coming home to face anythlng llke thaé.? Cause what, you know

what I mean, it was more embarrassment than it was bneaklng down or
’ i .

somethlng 1ike that. \‘Cau%e~there'd be a lot of white people ﬁ01ng
| 3 ‘ i

in, hot of white boys‘going, and they saw the Indians, the way they
carry on when someone'’ g01ng to th service. So I just thouggt if

we pass I'm not coming“back home. 'So we all deci&edlthat we noFM

\

going o' come back hé?e. We took our examination.“Four of them

failed, and I was the only one that passed Phys1¢al examination.
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"Bout three o'clock was the last time I saw them, and I was throubn ‘

about 5:dp o*clock. They told me I‘passed and the d&hers failed.
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So, the bus was out there, going to Fort Chaffee, Arkansas. Every-
' / g - . .

thing was all right until I got to Fort Chaffee, and that night ve
a8 v . \
went to bed, and that was the loneliest night of my 1ife. I could.
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have cried all night. -Aqrer knowing I was by myself \.en, gettinéh
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when“the leav1ng for
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