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USED OXEN IN EARLY DAYS

*

(Must have been a wild country in those days?)
Well, he said that gragpwas - mw mother used to: tell about it - that grass was
so high that they'd have to watch the fire in. the spring of the year ‘o keep

them from burnlng up’ their fences. She used to tell‘ebput that. How they broke
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‘the ground, they sod with oxeri. They just went along with o0ld dull axe and choppec

on the sod and dropped in the corn. And they didn't have to cultivate any,
'cause’ they just went on making corn. Itrjust grew, _
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LOTS OF WILD GAME IN EARLY DAYS - ESPECIALLYVTURKEYS

(Dld they ever tell anythlng about ‘the game or wild llfe up in those days”)

Oh yes : There was plenty of game. Plenty of wild tunkeys My mother used to

‘ tell about how they would go out there in tpe morning anﬁ they'd hear the turkeys
gobbllng off "down" tgere and in the woods soutp of their house and some of . them
would Sllp off down there and get one, and klll 1t They Just kill only one. \\
That's one they'use tlll they get ready for another ane then they kill it.

(Well, they certainly had to be relied on whatever what was available.)
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Oh yeah. The nearest place - nearest trading point in those days was Southwest

City - was a emall town at that time. Small piace, I‘;uess, but Southwest City
was the.only trading'point outside of Vinita: Of course, Vinita was already
‘esteblished but they went to Neosho. When they haul theif grain, flour and
things, they took to Neosho for their flouf.l‘What they did in later §ears,
they built a mill at Southwest City.

BOUNDRY LINE OF COWSKIN PRAIRIE
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(What would be, the approximate'boundaries of Cowskiﬁ'?rairie or the genera;

location of it?)
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Well, beginning right at the junction of -Arkansas and Missouri and where \
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vklahoma -joins up just right southof Southwest City, about two miles. And froﬁ\
shere it went on up to Seneca. And it wa; the line that went around through to

.eneca ahd on over to Baxter Springs. ;ﬁf"gﬁ&g‘ff@h%}ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁggihe town, but that

.~ ——
a
N, 4



