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ARAPAHO SUN DANCE REGARDED AS' "SACRIFICE LODGE" AND KINDS OF

SACRIFICE , ' -.

(I want to get some more Arapaho words—how do you say "sacrifice

lodge"?) • • ;'

hooseiyuj.t. And "sacrifice lodge" is ho^seihvo.wu . That's J

^sacrifice lodge." That's the. Sun Dance. It's not known to us

as Sun Dance—that's the way the white man defines it or recogr- ;_

niz'es it.

(How do you say just "sacrifice" by itself?)

hoJseiyuo.t. • There's another word for that, but the Arapahoes ;

discontinued that years ago—like if you caught a prisoner, i'f

you had a captive prisoner from other tribes—your traditionaj ;

.enemies—and you want to sacrifice,' you'd put that—this has been \

discontinued hundreds of years ago—you'd,put that captive in the

lodge and tie him up. Not suspended,, but justi tied to one of i

those poles. They call it bitaeG^ . That could be a hide. It ,

could be a blanket, or it could be a scalp. But sometimes, human " [

beings were used. They say—like if I'd say, "he's sacrificing"

— participation, but something— binitaeGeit they'd say. "He r

sacrifices." "He" or "she" is sacrificing*. My aunt's name was
/ / A / ^ A • * v

b-itaeG O.naesei — "Sacrifice Woman." . . r

CWliat does this bitaeOei by itself- mean?) * t

It means that they could sacrifice with anything—even including I

the life of a captive.or e.ven an animal—a horse or" whatever it'

is. What they want to give-as'an offering.

(Did they apply that to the "Sacrifice Lodge"? Was that ttte same

as, ĥ o seiyJ-o . t?) , ' *.

Yeah, hocseih^^wu —that's an offering to the lodge. An,


