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knowledge .about Arapaho culture. ‘He has known and worked with
such people as A. L., Kroeger, James Mooney, Morris Smith,
-Sister Inez Hilger, and- Fred Eggan.

ARAPAHO DOCTORS: DISPOSITION OF THEIR MEDICINES AT DEATH

—-a'trained doctor was this young man that got killed here the
night -of the Fort Sill-doipgs, you know--Henry Hebster. His
grandpa tpained\him’to be an herb doctor. There are a lot of
these Indian medicines being preéerved by theydescendants ofe
the old In@ian doctors. But the system of the Arapaho--1 know
that's been ih our famil&-—my mother-in-law was an herb doctor,
and so was hé?wsister. And in case of a death, the o0ld people--
where you usu lly resorted to for advice of what that medicine

-

accumulated, for years should be done to. Naw

that has been;
I've heard onde or twice,‘in the presence of those making inquiry

to the older

Heople, told that it's always been customary that

when a doctor‘dies all his accumulated medicines and herbs -
prepared for artic&%ar ailments--after the dgéth,(the funeral
gnd everytﬁin --were uéually taken'back,odt, say, on the prairie
or anywhere-=- ativg grass;—whére there's no growth of culti-

‘vation or not@ingflike that. And of course with solemn thought

and mind. Theéy emptied gqll fhose-—untied all those packages of
" those differeft medicines, herbs, ana with a thought of prayer,

hsuallx, as they were told, emptied tﬁeﬁ back to Mother Nature.
And of course|all the wrappings then were burned-~destroyed.
Any anything that--m;jféthér-i;;iaw, of my first wife, he was
knpwﬁ as a Lifard Doctor, That is, his syﬁbolism was the

1;zardl-1izaré$. And when he died they preserved all 'his medi-
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cines because] his wife——Pne of his wives~-became a doctor.

Whiech was my mother-in-law. But after his death for several
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