
they j u s t paid her r i gh t now. One pa i r she sold for forty-f . ive d o l l a r s . She give

me f ive d o l l a r s . I s a id , "No, you keep money." "No, she sa id , " I* t s j u s t a p r e s e n t . "

Shef j u s t stuck i t i n my s h i r t pocket and she went on. She sa id , " I got two o r t h r e e

p a i r unfinished. I 'm gonna t r y and f i n i sh them the l a s t day h e r e . " I d i d n ' t see her

a f t e r t h a t , but we put on a good dance t h e r e at the Cowboy Hall of Fame—Cheyennes

and Arapahoes put on a good dance.

MEXICAN-AMERICAN VENDORS- OF FEYOTE;

(Going back to t h i s peyote, have you ever bought peyote from the Mexicans down the re? )

I th ink I. bought sevpi hundred one t ime . I th ink i t was about 1927—-I th ink i t was

the year 1927. I th ink I bought seven hundred or eight hundred of them. They were

cut green, you know. 'Cut f resh and dr ied fresh the re in t h e sun. And t h e fellow

offered them t o me p re t ty cheap—five d o l l a r s for that? many, and I bought them. ^ Just1

t o give them t o my f r i ends . They make good—well, you could buy peyote, out they 'd

j u s t r a the r do i t themselves.

(How much do ' they cost today i f you buy them?) ,

Well, t h i s Shannon t o l d me t h a t the reason they close. them, shu t t ing the g a t e s ,

i s the Mexicans commercializing on t h i s peyote. Says they get f i f t e e n ' d o l l a r s a

thousand. _ Tha t ' s way up t h e r e . Tha t ' s what he t o l d me.

RELATIONS OF INDIANS WITH-WHITE RANCHERS NEAR PEYOTE FIELDS:

( Back t he re—l ike thjee t r i p you wer-e t e l l i n g me about back in 1921—did you h&ve

any t roub le with the ranchers?)

No, No. -One fellow by the name of Taylor, I be l ieve had-a ranch southeast of Laredo—

he .-was a judge of some c b u r t r - I happened to eat dinner with him at the same t a b l e .

•• We got;-to talking—who I ,wasfrand what I .was dawn the re fo r , and he sa id , " I got a

.ranch here , acrtd my gates are always open for any of you boys t h a t want t o cut t h i s

."peyote. We"'don't- have no use f o r - i t . - C a t t l e j u s t tromp i t . Ca t t l e j u s t trorap i t .

Grass doesn ' t grow around peyote . Come'on down t h e r e . " So we went down the re one

* day. We cut about half a day. Vie cut about f i f t e en .hundred—three of u s . And I

'- donTt know .whetheV h e ' s l i v i n g now or not , but i t was f ree—they j u s t l e t us have i t .

* And. sometimes when we dr ive in t h e i r yard they t e l l us where to go—where t h e r e ' s a

patch ,of peyote. In the meantime they^11 cook u s ^ n n e r or something l i k e t h a t .


