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EXPERIENCES .VITH INDIANS; •

MY experiences in U aching has been fron Iyl6 to 1967. 21 years of i t in

3eminole' Jounty, Oklahoma.N The l a s t eighteenyears-'-lb1 \ years, Carnegie,

', Oklahoma—in the middle of the Aiowa -Indian area. Our student Indian pro- r-

,poriions about 3^ and 1 find the -̂ iowa Indian is very i n t e l l i gen t . And

capable of aoing good academic1 work. But, because of his primitive back-

ground ~and social lifehe i s inclined* to becdme native in the years, about

•the sophomore or junior year, -but there are few expeptions which make the

work well worth while. And tnose acceptions arc t e exceptional students wno

continue their work regardless of the i r background and handicaps and generally

make good in whatever field they take part , e specially the a the ie t ic f ield it.

education and the the le t i c f ields in various sputso :mt, on the — the Inuian

i s not responsive to oral rec i ta t ion . He h^s t i t s tes to express himself i n t r e
j

pressehce of teacher and white students. And he dislikes to in er^rate with

them. If you ' l l perr.1!)* the, t h e y ' l l s i t in the corner, as far back in the,
. - - . \

' room as possible , but i f you five them written Ks^rnmant, we find that

they do exceptionally well, qven compared to the white areas, white peoi ~<

- * ' ' , ' * • . , \ \
students. Thdy, Ki-owa Indian i s of large physical j-ndjian a nd most of tae-

* • • - - * \ " ' " /

are «jc section ally *rell, ,̂yen atmele'tic material for irl botn boys and pirls
• ' / > • . * . - • ' , , - • • • v • • \

-^ Spor ts '1 ' iewds '^ndf t t ' s in thes ^ f i e lds we'-ve been able t o w a c h them and r e t

mbte vdnrtnlsr t ive WOTK t - an t \& Vcade;nic f i e l d s . , " o - e t e r i tha t aoesn ' t mean

'- 1^iat. they can, dbt.<£t the aca^pmic\work, ^bepaus of t n e i r oJjf-Kgr^-nd and t r u n
• • - • • •'• i •• i ' - v . \ \

•"'-.• (- handid^acs ,o& theiir race.-
1 thinic.\feen that" the i r ^ocfal background i s -a drawing ; ? / K to them

'. '.?. Ij^b. J-^hinlc'xne—w^are enojurag.hg that -omewhat ana tn-ourafing the' Ina^

/ toretain much of his social .cu&t̂ QPts' «hd -religion and in fhe :'orrn of ; ow-w ws
/ * \ >

and o"ther -celebrations—costume and so forth and it.maK'? i t nort diffi rait
. • > * ' • • • • - 1 '

for him to picK up tha white.man's way of .living ana we e ^coura -e hi?-, in iiw ,

war dar.cing, not-that i t 'is well worth the i r re ta i l ing but, it^'s a henaer^noe

• to the Indian hims-rlf. -In^mir experierice with him on the basketball floor and


