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The Sacred Pipe
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On Friday, July 11, just at sunsé% the Sacred Pipe was brought into the

sun Dance lodge. This is the Flat Pipe, and is by fa¥ the most important cere-
/ . . "

monial'objeﬁt in/the Arapsho tribe. The announcer requested silence on the part

r

of the specgatoré, and asked them to remove their hats and control their chil-
dren a;d'gg st7nd well gway fr;ﬁ the éntrance to the lodge, and keep a‘wide pafh ;_
clear fomjthe/?ipe Keeper. ~The,?ipe Keeper, Ada@ Shakespeare, brought tng P%pe
in. His posifioq ié perhaps the highest in the ceremonial brgénizatioh’of the
Arapahoes. The Pipé itself was hidden from view in its Wrappings. What cculd be
seen wag a fairly large oblong bundle about three feet long, the outer ;overing
;f which wés red list.clotﬁ (a réihbow‘sélveéged wool broadéloth imported from
furope). This bundle vas tied With what looked like strips of cloth smeared g%fh
.red péin§ and’ a wide strip of brown fur (Otter fur_?) was also tied around the -
middle of the bundle. Many lohg, dark eagle feathers’werg attached to the bundle ,
and hqng down like the fringe on a quiver or gun case.A

The Pipe Keeper cafried“the bunidle slung écgoss his bggk'by a leather carrying

v

strép passed acfoss his"upper chest and shoulders. He walked slowly and de-
R LA
liberately, with his face lowered and eyes on the agread ahead of him. He was '

followed- by two other .men whom I presume‘Yere assistants. One carried the stand
Qﬁ.whiéh the” bundle would be placed; ;nd the o%her carried a paintegrrawhid bundle
or envelopg which was square in spape. Thesg men Eiég}from @he direcfioﬁ of .the
Pipe.Keeper:s tipi some distance to ‘WéEf/ggr;%%isﬁn’béncé)igdge: Théy?ﬁﬁgﬁgéi

eésp along tue side of the lodge and passed béﬁween tﬁe spe gathered
closk to the entrace. They entered the lo walked clockwise to & spot I think
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was about southeast
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“Center post and stbppéd. The four-legged pyramidal '

-~

ady.  Then.the pipe bundle was

stangd was set up and tested to see that it was

»ﬁlacpd ﬁpon’it hung crossways of.the st on its. south side>. Thez the annduncer .

“cover" the Pipe could do so ;;;13\1

T

was in

staﬁéd that anyone who wanted.




