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PERSONAL HISTORY ’.
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(Our next subject is Bill Shawnee, member of-the Loyal Shawnee tribe. He is

considered wn outstanding singer in all\Yortheastern Oklahomg pow-wow dance.
- | .. .
He 'is a member of the Loyal Shawnee Council.at White Oak. His son, Jerome -°

P A

Shawnee 1is head“of Fhe_loyal Shawnee Council or Tribal Couﬁcil, it's sometimes
called. It's :gally‘é\busineéé council.) .
(Irrelevant words for & few minutes.)

w§ll, my name i2 William Shawnee, also Tripeo\’ (?)‘éhawneé? pamed after my

'pribe I suppose. Better knowr as Bill Shawnes, all through the country. Also

\

try to Belp out every way I can in ceremonial wévs, dancing and singing. What

1 have learned I am willting to learn the younger gepgration--teach the younger
1 -
generation,. if they desire to. Because as we all know if' they are not inter-
A .
ested, that we can't compel them to do things. As I know, in my younger’days, .

-

coming up, I was interested in it for some regson, somehow. I Kept on trying--
trying more all timde even though I have been a man thdt's not been encouraged--

I've been discouraged\?ll along. But that-didn't discourage me anyway. But I\

went along and xept on trying. Finally gfot to where I'm at now.

.Do you speak the lan-uage, Mr. Shawnee?}
. , .

Um-huh., And as-I've tried and tried and tried all along, to nelp out the best.

way I can as I £now “hat we--it's Jusl o4 very tew of us in every tribe in the !

-

whole ‘nited States. We are losting all o! o old peaple all alons. And I

’

realize all that, that's tne -reas.n wny [ try to do wnal I £now how--what'I
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\Save learnei rrorn the cli pe-ple. wasn't ror tne cld peuple, I'm not szart
i

eng.gh to say wnat I'm sa,ing pSC'QE:uz tne ways.and trival ways, and cere-
TONy wWays, or e.en sinsins. S, wnat sces to snow that I'motrnin so carry
, .
on tne cest--nearest I 2an and Anow now. SO at thig time wnile 1 arn speaxing,
o
I'm zaight inpepareld o 33, very mach o0 anythin:, Or 3peas agou.l anyining
. N 9

-

abrit our -rice. Cur cerewonial ways or angstning like that, I haven't gSiven
thought, cr renearsed in any whicn I gnow-- -

.What are some of the ceremonies of your trive?)



