
J a n i e Bla lock <Logan, Shawnee

INTRODUCTION • f •

I am J a n i e Bla lock Logan. I belong t o the Shawnee T r i b e , adop ted -Peor i a .

And we—I take i n t e r e s t i n the Green Corn a t White Oak. r I a j n one of what

they c a l l "Buchaleese" ( ? ) down t h e r e .

(The what?) - ,

The Buchaleese .

(The Buchaleese?)

Uh-huh. - • \

(What does t h a t ' m e a n ? ) • "

That means we a re t o ge t the wood and keep the f i r e and water a n d — j u s t ,

t h e r e ' s four—e^ght o ld l a d i e s and two Buchalees (? ) i s t o keep them in

water and whatever t h e r e ' s done. Do t h e i r running around for them. Anc.

th i s—you know whenever—do t h e i r e r r a n d s for them.

DANCES

(And t h i s i s for the Bread Dance?)

T h a t ' s for a l l t he dances a t the—White .Oak. •

(How many dances do they have a t White Oak?) .

Three a y e a r . The Bread Dance i n the s p r i n g , and Green Corn i n August. And

then they have a Bread Dance again i n the f a l l . And then they a l s o have

Buffalo Dance, oh, j u s t s e v e r a l days a f t e r the Green Corn in August.

(What i s t he meaning of the Buffalo Dance—do you know?)

No, I r e a l l y d o n ' t know, even though my J a t h e r belonged t o the—was the head

of the Buffalo Dance, but I never d id ask him any ques t ions about i t .

(Well , I wondered i f i t was l i k e the Buffalo Dance they d a n c e ' a t t he pow-wow?)

No. I t ' s altogether different . Altogether different . The men--they have

a row of men and a- row of women dancing together. And they make a corn

meal mush, one sweet and one salty* And they dance around th i s mush and

When they get through, why they eat th i s mush.

\


