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EARLY HISTORY OF THE CHEYENNE

THE CHEYElJiJE

Julia A. Jordan

Early.II.tsbory and Pro-Plains Culture

Ths Choyonne are notable for their promts in Plains warfare and for

tho courage and tenacity vith vhieh thoy fou-'.ht a^iinst their enemies, in-

cluding, for a ti.Ti3, the United States. In *.\e pcpul'ir Kind they epitomize

the Plains Indian avzn as tho Plains Indian has ccrr..̂  to syzrbolize all /uaer-

ic;in Indians. Yet the Cheyenne are relative late corners to the Plf-.inc,

having cotn2 to the area from woodland regions at leaet au far cai-t ae Minne-

sota, Evidence from oral traditions, historical documents, and ar^^.acolo^y

indicate that they en^a^ed successively in tvo different types of subnir^

tenco patterns before adapting to tho Pluinr. buffalo hunting econc/iy.

The Cheyenne cpeok an Algonkian lim^ace. This differed only in minor

respects from that of the Suhtai, a tifibe tho Cheyenne eventually nssiui-

lated. The Choyenne lancua^ is related to tl:e lansuo-^eD of the Arapaho

and Gros Ventre and the Blackfeet of hisx-oric Plains tribes.., It is roma-

iThat more remotely related to the laiigua&e.; of the central A3.GonVJ.rji tribes

Buch as the Pota\^atoni and the Sr.uk and Fox. A French nap,made around

1673 indicates that the Cheyenne at that tine trere living on the cast barm

of the Missis.sippi River, just across the border a^ southwestern Ilinnesota.


