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Informant:

Subject:

Wilson Haynie/ 60-yearrold ful l blood Creek Indian,
Brokefa Arrow, OklaN. * " ' ' - „ . *

Broken Arrow and Coweta country. .

The story and nistory of the Creek Indians .parallels, that of many other
t r i b e s . Theirs is a story of t ragic events, removals, wars, and *
progressive accomplishments. Tirre and progress have wiped out most
a l l connections with the i r original homeland in the southeast United
States , but history wi l i always remember that, th is was once the land
of the Creeks by the namy names of c i t i e s , r ive rs , streams, and.other
places that today bear Creek Indian names. The Creeks are now concerned
with the i r existence in their present land, which overs a l l of seven
counties and parts of others in Oklahoma. One of these tribesmen is
Wilson Haynie of Broken Arfow, a fu l l blood who devotes mucn .̂of his
time in the in teres t of Indian prog res s and is concerned with the
preservation, of Indian history. ^ v

On t:iis v i s i t .we t ravel a-small, part of the Creek Ration around
Broken Arrow and Coweta. From his revelations i t does not take long
to understand that this was'one time a,n area of much Creek activity-.
In the days of Indian Territory 'The fiifst v i l lages , l a t e r to be- come
towns and c i t i e s , were started by the'Creeks. • A few of these of th is
area include Owasso, Bi-oken ^rrow, Onfeta, Coweta, Chuska, Yahola,
Tullahassee, Crekola, e t c . Here in the northern part of' the old
Creek Nation,Indian settlements.for t|he most part, were established
alobg the Arkansas and Verdigris r i v e r s . * These river bottoms had
some of the finest- oX.land for cul t ivat ion and the Indians took
advantage of this resource as evidenced by the s tories of large
farming ac t iv i ty in&the olden days. \

South of Broken urrori ^e v i s i t zhe s:,te of tne Mekko Ferry on the '
Arkansas .liver. The Indian family o..1 Mekko -..as yery prominent and,
progressive in the old days', and possessed a large farm along tne" :
r iver . Long ago V.'ilsqn remembers th&t' the ftekko~Tamt±y\had a cemetery
on the high ground above the r iver , .tut we could not find i t . This
lan,1 has been' in control of whites fjbr a Ion; time and many changes
have teen made. There.is no physical evidence remaining, of. the ije*kko
Ferry, the sawmill, s tore , ani. plantation-li,ke herns' tnat-bpee ^graced
this va l ley . ' Like nany other Indian burial gboonfts, the Kekkb has •
disapp ared in the wajce'of the ever-present anrMs^-rwnelriing flood of
the whites. Even the1;present owner of whatvwas a pari^ of the old Mekko
place was- not .'receptive to Indians coming to v i s i t tnPLsite.

One present day Indian Agent selects Indians' from applications for jobs
'according to the sdund of the name. If i t is an Indian name]\he gives
preference"" over an English name. This is the,,.white mans way. \Th^ugh/
he has never seen the job a p l icants , those w^th English names mav also
be fullbloDds, but in the confused and twist-d thinking of the vihijte^an,
this does not seen to make any difference. . • ' \


