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Informant:  Wilson Haynie, 60—year—old full blood Creek Indlan,
| Broken Arrow, Okle> L

[

Subject: Broken Arrow and Coweta country.

-

The story and nistory of the Creek Indians parallels. thdt of many other
tribes. Theirs is a story of tragic events, removals, wars, and
progressive accomplishments. Time and progress have wiped cut most
all connections with their original homeland in the southeast Unlted
States, but history will alhays remernber that this was once the land

of the Creeks by the namy names of cities, rivers, streams, and.other
places that today bear Creek Indian names. The Creeks are now concerned
with their existence in their present land, which overs all of seven
counties and parts of others in Oklahoma. One of these tribesmen is
Wilson Haynie of Broken Arfow, a full blood who devotes mucn_ .of his
time in the interest of Indian progress and is concerned with the
preservation. of Indian history. N

On tuis visit .we travel a-small part of the Creek Nation around

Broken Arrow and Coweta. From nis$ revelations it does not bdke long’
to understand that this was one time an area of much Creek activity.

In the days of Indian Territory The fifst v1llages, later to be come
towns and cities, were started by the Creeks. A few of these of this
area include Owasso, Broken-srrow, Oneta, Coweta, Chuska, Yahola, '
Tullahassee, Crekotla, etd, Here in the northern part of the old

Creek Nation,Indian settlements. for the most part, were establirhed
aldhg the Arkansas and Verdigris rlvers = These river bottoms had

someé of the finest qf land for cultivation and the Indians took
advantage of this resource as ev1den¢ed by the stories of large
farming ect1v1t( qhe olden daye. i

So.th of Broken “rro .e visit the s te of ine Mekko Ferry on the °
Arkansas iver. The Indian family of Mekko '.as very promin<nt and.

progressive in tne old iays, and possesse¢d a large farm along tne
_river. Long ago Yilsqn xemembers that the neEEE"TEﬁTiy'had a cemztery

‘on the high cround above the river, ﬁut we could not find it. This

lani has been in control of whites fpr a2 lon: time and many changés N

Ferry, the sawmill, store, ani, plqnta§10n41'ke homa™ tnat- once;g"aced
this valley. Like many other Indlan burial g unﬁs, the Yekkdb has
disapp- ared, in the wake of the ever- presert and.vy-rwnelming flood of
the whltes. Lven fhe presént, owner of what Was a p of the old Mekko

hdve :een made. Theré.is no hySLCdl evidence remaining, of the MNékko \\\\\\
7{’3\

.‘accordlng to the sdund of thé name. If it is an Indian name y\
oreference over an ongllsh name. This is theynhlte mans way.’\qggiiol p
a

thls does not seem to make any dlf?erence. _ N
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