4

. PRIESTS & CHIEFS: LITTLE RAVEN
(One of the things I'm interested in learning more about is, back in the

old dajs, how the Arapahoes kept track of their own history. wa we've got
history books and things written. But back in those days, before the reserva-
tion--how did the Arapahoes keep track of the;r hlstory9) .
Well, I wouldn't-know. 'I wouldn't know that far back. But as long as I can

« remember they had men,they would see., When, they wanﬁ to do anythlng they ' /4%

_ 8o see thls man and .if he's willing, they'd go on. They never "did have the e
way about evepything. They pgspected the head man, they used to say. Tq y
used to call him "priest." He was the priest ambng the pgople.' Whategyé he
‘says, it have to be that way. S
(What was the Arapahq word for pr1est9) ] - //////

nab-¥ad. -
~ (What-would the word be for "head man'"V)

Well, the one-that's leader, like you'd say, "he's the leader,” he was the
leader. // “ ,
(Would you cell him nde-Yab- 2)
ndé)ég§- --yeah. '
(Back in those days'diduthese pebple-fthese leaders or priests~--did they keep
track of the history of the Arapahoes in any way?)

Well, I don't know that part. The way it was,xthey had to do what this man
tells them. They have to go see him. They have to go ask him. And this man's
néhe was Little Raven. That was the priest of the Arapahoes. And I guess 1
know him little bit-~I seen him in person. ,Yeah. He was getting old.

(What did he look like?) . .

Maybe you seen him in'pictures--his hair is this ioﬁg.

(Did you ever hear him talk?) |

Oh, I didn't even have sense enough to remember--I Just used to play aféund
all the time. He'd get cut in the morning and talk=to people to be good to
one another and all that. In the ﬁorning he used to get up and talk that way.
Help one another,-and all that. That sort of good talk. And take care of
Jyour children and all that. You know he used to advise»p ople—-adv1se his

—

people. And they went the way he wanted ‘them to live. S

»

" (Was this Little Raven the same one that signed that Medicine Lodge Treaty?)
Yedh, that's him.- That's the same man. Same man.that-signed the treaty.’

+

(Did he have anything to do with the Sun Dance, too?)
I don't know. I don't think so.. I never did hear about that.

MEDICINE BUNDLES |
(I was just wondering because you said they called these people "priest,” too.

"

I Just wondered what kind of duties he had.) '
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