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^ stpry regarding Big Jim's pi'-n to lao-? tc Me.vd.c6 with his followers
and se l l ;their land in Oklahoma is s t i l l net k;ovn. and the full -letails ny ne/rer
come out, Only the highlights -&r-a gr.von -h^r^. • i t can only br-stated her-? thai th iaplan was probably conceived in desperation, m-tfLnsy n a ^ r e p r e s e n t the !.-ist-/3itch
measures of Big,Jira\and his conservi'ive foll.oNers,, who, more than nnyth" ;g, -wanted L.
only to be allowed tb l i v e the i r o l ives . the way they, thought bes t . To r,hz.rx tfte carry-1
in^ OQ ^ e the t r a d i t i o n a l Shawnee way of i i i ' e a.nd the preserving of ths Shawnee \ .
language and customs w'^re the raost iiTpo*tant things in- l i f e . -'The;*" fe'lk.-Uiefflsetws "
threatened by a gcrverniTlent t h j ^ t _ w ^ ^ i ^ o ^ i a ^ * ^ ^ indlan people.

^= They "probably fegsHed^^ie" nen on the Business Committee as " s e l l .rig out1' t o . the
white men because they wore dealing with) the government c f f i c u i l s . £n the othsr I
hand the members of the Business Committon probably thought th^y were doing the best 1
for t h e i r people by going klong with the government policy when they hao no choice, "

> and working the agents and "lather o f f i c i a l s to get the best measures enact 3d A This
. kind, of confl ic t amony; the Absentee Shawnees as to hew to deal *wii h government policy--

escape from i t or go along w i t h " i ' - - i s not unusual. ALrost every India* trit^e ha£
eacperienced thi-s kindLof con f l i c t , i re luding h°.rd feel ing betvieen the members! of
different sides.. The recent h i s to / i ee of moot Indian -tribes zo a great; extend are
h i s to r i e s of the .disagreements of v r : ' ous gvvupfc •;.? to how to go ?dong,toth govern-
ment Indian pol icy. \ •

In'1899 Chief White. Turkey 'die" i;v Ic '<; ro d ' s c c d r n t . We was r^rDrted to <
ba the l a s t / o f the pure blccdad Haihe^i^ ' J -> 'Sivv^i:eez John Xin,^ »;HS ^he jdizt in
l ine for the chiei 'ship, but he jcr"used co t-.:-japt the pos i t ion K3 vas ?3 ready
a inoniber» of the Business CtixiitGec* sncl feO : \h- z ! k ccu'd sxe. 'cise more i eal ru^rtr? i1* ' -
in that capacity. •

The sucuaer of 190P Bdg Jim -ji'i -i :.•>•/ : \11 ~v;cr:; we: t to ./evi:o^,tq 1. r.d a place
to raove. Thomas Wiidcfit AlToid's : r he \ , IVviJj was *-•• ̂  .of tne r.en whe .-.c cor pan sea ^t-
hirc. The'Mexican Kickapoos,v.'ei%ellv..n-; -.t N'icini^«n^c i : r.h-3 Me\2':an a'tcle cf Joah^ij . /
An epi'denic of-nnallpoj: vns i :at ini * -^ i^ -id-th'? VZ^.-wiie1- s wais -ill e rpes ; , ' ' t o th* " |
disef.se. They decided to re'eu^c: t:-; Okl'-bonui. , D^vic 3 . e r t ' s e? ' e t l y on '•"•'„:ebic k .

' . ana rr.n.^ed t o i l e t hc:';e - e f c e i .e '^.-v u;W: v i th ,bc .-̂ ic k.vi St.. Koweve ' ^ ' V.ii a o
Sepler.Ler 29. The' rear, of- *;,f.2^hnv /JCS ..•re c\:j[ri^nt"inou r>nd . .iptiined' ":t 'he tovr.
of Sabinac,"for Mije. Hez:"^'-n of^I.-i^.' v: Tc A ' TI;, they 'ira beer evjos^d :.tx 3,maljpox
There Big Jin\ d ied 'of sn-alipcx on ?r;ji£- •?>• ' '0. He 'wns. Dur?fc-' jn the .=< :.A of the * •
r ive, ^b^biiou- •.•ere'r.^ny." '-~Cr.:.-y- l\;ci .'."'̂ e J a^ tb.2 p ; : ty r.ocaix'o .1e .th "̂ v ret"j.neci

;enturJ.J.y to Oi:ir.iioiia. ;-»*fo.' ye\ .- 1-. ..*• F1K\ T;:n-. s sc r , I*i+ -,io ..'im •[?(. '.oiu-ro;

worked out . •'iho-ir.li rj^crerr \y r'z:\y v •• \ J". w rol".cwt-s diiPr.t-c; a l c i c " I for-

children cttondcv* 4-'.;v p^.tli • .vru.Vl;.' 'L.! ,' L / . je 3h?vr.ees \y w, r e e i Tect i . i ly
gcvernc.eni. inciai. ; ^ l i •;, r.f.v. r. .~ i ". .. :.- -c: ."i-i".irncJ. event:. ^i Tr-cvi;.. -<1J *hv
Un.itevi Stages. ' " «

a " «ev T-eaj." .* r great ly ':'r~.,>-^.'l jc-1 -j, a: "•« i":: rL1 -'^cl? :;• "ir.d ' •'ft. ^ ec. -\. ''-r.r. ?11
ove:-tha""-c-ur.t:y. ^ i s . r » c t cir. -.-. " ^ ' ' - , -^ . ::c :f"-!-'. ?•:lr.hr - T,C-.. W(?xr s^
Cong"-esf socr. passed the Oklahc^.. ; - ^ i ; . \',-:L?i.iz At. t ^scj:etl3rpr> :3fe'-re- -o ar 'th' j

Thoruis-Rogers B i l l ) , on June 2o, 1^ C. Thir. - c l provides that ar./ ton t . raorcj

zc^bers of-a.\\ Oklahoma. Ingiar. tr'L':<r- ^.bi. "r^anize ' fo - t ^e i r centra yel". "; a;r'
adopt a .cixsti tuticn and ^)y-laws'ur.e'er cc-.-""Lr -"'liee a.-.' reg"Jtation's, :-j •' STCV re •-


