
ID iS93 and 189^ the Kickapccs w?re a^lgtttrd la^a ar.i tnexr sVrr*us lnna:
to >tjt<s settlement At th i t tinns th»" Shawnees, Kiokapws . K tawatomies z <d

. w^re aaJt ur.ser the bauk. and ?• at p.g î cy

1 * y ' • • ' '

I Meanwhile the United States government ;;aU b*ep gradually ffteoting *i
• ĵ n i t s "Aiidian policy and i t s manner of dealiug wits tn<? various ^niian t r ibes
^y a Congressional act pf March 3, 1871- trfaty-maXing with/Indian tribes ar.d

/wa8 abolished. The Indian t r ibes 4*re nq lrngfi recognized a? ''incjependent nations."
f&m t^ii8 tiaie on C'-ngrtse was in Mwnediate contrvJ of transactions with indiar^ "
tr ibes. Treaties were nc ionger- made ' Invtea' 4gr»-:»-nier:t9 were drawn up ajid approved
by the tnbea These
for treaties by many Indians, bat,they wer^ r^t sb binding in legalistic and even

l termfi as far as the government was^concerued jia >ther wordb, it wa^ ea&ier
draw uf an agreement with an nidia»i tr.ibe thai; a treaty, and an agreement wa^

easier to-»et aside or disregard tr.ar. a

•> Another ctmngr in-the gf.vernmer.t" s way uf ̂ sai^ng with tne Indian tr:bes
came ia 1&93 when an act itf Ccngreas aboiî ijeci trib/ii gevcrrimê t.-j The government
found the traditional tribal gi.ver.i'crti iit'li.-â t tc ̂ ai -w d*:. m mar^ i-n.-tance?.
and wanted to establish a simpler pre-CKi'ire tcr gatti-."p, the "".ndians -t.o agree to
government deci3ions concerning the? r affairs \ '' *

Thus iq Septemoer of 189 5 "he Shawnee^ w.r^ -tcjci b^ th.air agent tnat a Business
Comtnitte would be named by the government, utficitds wa woulii nencefcrth conduct .
their business instead or the old tribal p,overniaent ^U*» Bus in ess CowxiAtte would
have seven mej£b«*s,.j(ho would be the seven most prominarit men in the tribe The
Business Committee would aupercede the old tribal government. It would represent
all the Absentee Shawnees in dealings witn'th*? United States, and also act in advi-
sory capacity to individuals. The men named &.-r tnis first Business Conrer-ictee
Thomas W. Alford, Thomas Washington (Long Tom), Jrnn C, King, John Welch, Switch
Little Ajse, White'Turkey and Big Jit:. Alfcrct was named Chain^an. This l'ist w&s
approved by the"Commissioner of Indian Affair^, but @ig Jim and Jcho Wei:h refU3ed

\

ra i rs , but I
to serve- Tho;nus Rock arid Walter Shawnee iere th'ec\ naaied to serve.in the i r place.

The sp l i t anon& the Absentee Shavnees ttmc continue^ ^nd; perhaps beenrae in-
tensified during the lac t years,of the l'J,9O%s. The Business Committee*which wn3
recognised by the government as having the s p l e ^ u i b m ^ y to act on t r i ba l affe5rs-
was apparently composed cf men fr'>:r the Woi:e r.irkey bond. Big Jim,.Sam Varricr,
and their followers were s t i l l opposing change, including allotment and ccrnpfulsory
education for the i r children. Dining these year more, ado nx?tfe wh'ite peopJe wtre
coran^ intc th i s par t cf the cruatiy The railroad nad* ccroe through in IS95/'being
routed through the town of Shavnee- which rapicU:/ grew and became an irap^: t ^ s ^
and shipping center. Efen mere white people came in wjttn the-re-lroad. Big J1I1 ;and'
his people nust !iaVe fe l t nwre and more pressures i'rom the government an<? frcja the
greater nu.'aber of white s e t t l e r s . Scon they decided upon a plan to leave,.Oklahoma
and emigrate tc Mexico. , .̂  \

"la 1698 Big Jim fjid soaecf his fcllcvers signed a contract with sc" ^ white
^men concerning a plan tt> mo'/e to Mexico f.nd s e l l the i r land in Oklahocia This con-

tract was si3ned in a secret council, unknown at the t ine to Shawnee^belcaging to
theH^ile Turkey group. Big Jim vdis taken to Wsshiogton and.probably met in ca.icus
with sbsie raeiabeB cf thQ U. S'. Senate who c,ay have known of th is Mexican p lan . . When
Thonas wildcat Alford and other "Progressives' Jneard about th is contract , they sent
a reportsof%>this project and affidavits "concerning the s ta te cf affairs t~. the
Cooaissioner of Indian Affairs.


