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Inere were 564 Abseante~ dhawnises aticl el 1y 1 by e, oepbier 2, 0S4
1o 1893 and 1894 the Kickapcos were a.l¢tted land ani thelr surf.as landr  pernd N

o to hL;fg settlement At thiz time the Shawnees, Kickapu/s, Fotawatomiss .4 1owasy
.wkre aus Under the dauk and § 3 fges oy

'j Meanwhile tbé/bnited States gcvernment ned bsep graduaily eftecting -"nanges
-in 1bs *ud4an policy and its manner cf deallug with tne various .niian tribes
By & congressional act £f March 3, 187F treatv-making wfo,Andxan tribes &nd nations
was abelished. The indian tribes bere ng lenge: recogrized a? "ingependent naticpns."
Prom- this time on Cungress was 1n ‘mmediate contrul of “ransacticns with indiar a
tribes. Treaties were nc -ionger made ‘ lnsten? agreemerts were drawn up gnd approved

by the tribes These agreements were worded juce ke Les-and-oftes—mistakes ———
for treaties by many indians, bu® they were nct ss binding in legalistic and even

al terms as far as the guvernment was_councernadd  {n other words, 1t was easier 7,
:gfdraﬁ up an agreement with. an indian tr1bc thau a traaty, nd an agreemert wawr \

easier to-set aslde ur disregard trar a treaty.
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Another cnauge in-the gbVETument s way of ueaiing with tne wndian tribes
came in 1892 when 8sn act of Cehgress abolished tribat guv:znmegt; The gcvermment
found the traditlnna* tribal gtVerdm:l s 11ttica.y te dbalcwetn in many instances,

and wanted to establish a simpier procedure tor g2tlticp the “ndians te  agree to

‘e

goverament decisions copcerning therr affaics ‘ ’

‘ Thus in Septemoer of 1893 the Shawnees wefe {cid by their agent that a Business
Committe wculd be named by the goevernmen. cificials and would nenceforth conduct .
their business ianstead of’the old tribal povernmert  “This Busin ess Cumndtte would
have seven membe:smyho would be the seven most prominant men in the trive The ’
Busipness Committee would supercede the old tribal goverament. it would xepresent
all’ the Abbentee Shawrees in dealings witn the United Stxtes, and also act in aivia
sory capacity to individuals. The men nared for this first BUSlﬂEbS Commi L tee were
Thomas W. Alford Thomas Washington {Long Tem}, Jenn C. Kiag, Jchn Welch, Switca »
Little Age, White Turkey and Blg Jir. Alferd was naned Thairman. This lisf wss
approved by the Commissioner of Indian nffairs. but RBig Jim and Jchg Weih refused .
to serve. Thomus Rock and walter Shawnee ﬁe;e thern named to serve.in their place.
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The split among the Absentee Shaune thub continued and peanaps becwme in- \
tensified curing the last years, cf the lHQO The Business Pommlttne which was
recognized by the government s having the salq,euvhorlxy to act on tribal affeirs-
was apgarent y ccmpesed ¢f men frer the Waite Turkev band. Big Jim,.Sam barricr,
and their followers were still opposang change, includime allotmeant and ccohnpulsory
eduﬂatlox for their children. During these year more_add moye white peop]n were
corming intc thas part ¢f the cowitry  The re1lroad nau come thr-ugh in 1< )5 boing

* routed through the town of Shawnee which rapiciy arew and became an imph*‘ “;hetiﬁ;-
and shipping center. Efen mcre wnite pecple came in with the re<lroad. B2ig Jim and’

. bis pedple must have felt more and more pressures i'vom the government ané frdm the

- greater putber ol white settlers. Scon they decided upen a plan to leave (Oklahonsa
and enigrate tc Megico. AN

Ia 1838 Big Jim &nd scme cf his fclicwers signed a contract with sci2 white

- ea concerning & plan to move tn Mexico snd sell their land in CGxlahoza  This con-
%28ct was sizned irn a se,ret council, unk‘own at the time to Shawnees tel-nging to
the"ﬂhlue Turkey group. Big Jlm wag taken to Wash: ngieon and. p:ooahly met in caacus
vith scmg membes cf the U. S. 8enate who ray bave knewn of this Mexican plan.. #hen
Thonas Wildbat Alford and other "Prcgressives' heard atout %his contract, they sent

- a reportsof “this project and affidavits concerning the state cf affairs t: the
Commissioner of Indian Affairs. : ‘



