
' - In November of lb^&^Big Jim tuid his" followers were forcibly removed from
W Kickapoo Reservation "where thjsy had been living for ten years.y
were burned and their improvements vere decoyed. The winter of 1866-67 >as thus,
a hard'winter, as these Shkwheee had to live* in make-shift houses 6nd. under condi-

ntions 6of hardship. The government had .agreed tr> provide the Indians with
for making tents , but-the canvas did not arrive ur.til 'the following May. -

T : - : • • - • \ ' • . • ' •
The DaWes Severally Act ime pt^sed in 188? by Congress, as the first strep

in breaking up~ Indian Reservation'It f.e in Indian Territory.' The Oaves Act provided
that lands belonging to certain $nd:an tribes .should be allotted in severity, r '
Another .important congressional act passed this same year provided for the creation
of a-government commission to tre^t -ijirectly with the Indians for the purchase of

4 was kno>;n r.s .t.h?>jTr.groHfig* Cc"MMa*sirr nr - •~L4
Jerome Commission. Soon the Jherokt-ci Cbzraijission began negotiation "With the Shawnee
and Potawatonsie t r ibes for-purchase of the i r surplus j t r ibal lands after ir.dividuai
members we're given allotments • • t

Puring th is time the two Absentee Shawnee g*oups> the Big Jim and the White
Turkey bands, regained divided-on the issue ci* allotment." Big Jim and Sar.. warrior
we~e adamant against, allotment, they did, not vaxit. to break/up the rjjservi tion or
give up any portion of their t rad i t ional vays. They refused to give out t he names
of their people for the preparation'oi ' allotment r o l l s , and were uncooperative in
every way possible. Between November of 1886 and 18»9 the Big Jim band wts l iv ing
acicn'g the White Turkeys en the south \side of the North Canadian. By 1689 they had.
built, ccafortable log houses *\nd hao''sn;J.l fields and growing orchards. Pt.t as
allotident^drew near,* Big- Jin, nty/ed v^.th his people tc the s.ind h i l l s in the western
part of the reservation. His idea -v-.ŝ  tncvt_^he whitfe people would not care for
this land arid that here,' among the llu$kljacks>&fftri sand h i l l s his pepple ccidd l ive
as1 they pleased. \

• ' " \ ,

ffowever allotment ^rrc-e'ded an;"jnyi The White Turkey group, or Progressives/
^cceptei their allotments. Althoa^ Big J i c would not perai t off ic ia ls tc ccnie
and prepare a l i s t of ^allottees, forf uli. grcup. Thomas Wildcat /'IfOre)'managed to
get a l i s t through n young won;'.n wh: haev a l l ths p«?pple,iQ Bit3 J i a 'S crtap. The

were thus aade in spi te v\:? the opposition. - /

v, In--chis allotment each head o:' a -*'»»: illy received ui^O' acres of agric\O.i.ural
land or double that of grazing land*. Each child vndcr lb received. UO acres of
agricjJLtural land or 60 acres rf grfsir^ l.^d.^ Kr rried wcrr.en'-̂ ic5, net rect ' .ve-sllot-
sjer.ts unless they, demanded it . . !!:?• th^y j^ot hal! oi w -̂v. would have gctu. to* the

as head oi' the family. . ^ "•*•...

and hie follu\*Q.-J : t j - * ?d "o Vifr l\t:.t* T'
: the-allott ing crewg as a^cr̂ .r., «'l-î i! .̂h, "ond tt.a'1 chaitunan. Th*»d he b< --anie a

: ful l surveyor. He leported that 'Hi,; - i-'s ~mz his pccple pulled •:.$ the'cor. az
'as faj-t as he rut then, down^ . r~ ' ' * '

^ * * Tnanges were ceding swiftly t> tais regirr. - f Jr.̂ xcui Territory. Jr. :<p*-i] of
10^9- ike Unassigned lands just wtst ^ the'Shav.aet' and Fot.r/*Loroie Pec-erv. f.io.i weri.
cpene^ to vtiite 3etllement. This w'-.s'thc fir^t j ' the "klnhpica' land inns-: 'Cn
Juha T5 -ir.d 2^ th,e Cherokee 'CcaBds$-r'. n- ^ct" agreejie'nts froic the Potnwatcnii i- and
Shevr.ees for-atLlotting-.jLand tp eaca ;'aaiily rxd then, ceding the t r iba l iLanc.s and
cp̂ en t te surplus td white ^fettlement . The ir.ci:anf vere'paid noney i;i percapi.tfc
shares ,r.s the purchase price of *he;-e sui'plur lar.c.s. After a l l the Showrxes anu

• ?otaw<it«£ii^s vere allotperithere were _2?5$&^\cjrer. le^t- Tbi8 vas opened to wr.te
settlement by :iin on'September 22. ""3^1. All t'ais land became part of Ok
Territory . '


