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During this time the Indians under Chief Bowles were undecided about what
course tc pursue. They felt their allegiance to Mexico and probably preerred Mexi-
can control, but on the other haég they recognized the supremacy of the Texans.
The Texas leader’, Sam Houston, had lived among the Cherokees and.yes a friend to
the Indians. ‘He defcnded their rights to land in Texas and 4ried t6 enlist their
supuorl for Texcs against Mexico, Becauee cf his efforts the new republic of Texas
mwle a {reaty with the Cherokees and their affiliated tribes, including the Shawnees.
Other tribes ianvclved were the Delawares, Kickapcos, Quapaws, Cho2taws, i3iloxis,
" Yonis, Alebama, Crushattas, Caddoes, Taliocullakes end ‘Mataques. According to this
treaty Tesms recognized the claim of these Indians to land between the Andelina
ggd Neches rivers, just south of the Sabire river. 7%he Indians who signed were
lonel Bowles, Big Mush, famuel Benge; Oosoota, Ccru Tassle, The Egg, John Bowlss
and Tunnetee,  Many of the Indians did not like this treaty. It severely curtailed
their Yands and hunting territory. Mamy of the Texans did not like the nreaty,
either. 1In fatt, many Texans favored getting every Indian out of Texas just &s
soon as possible. Finally, in December, of 1837, the Texas Senate rejectcd the
treaty. Soon aftervwar ré8 Mirabeau Lemar beceme President of Texas and he bent his
energies towards grtting +the *nuians Lo leave T=x4s. \
Although Saﬂ.HOHSu“D had cbLtained the Indlanq consent to thzs treany ard they
promiced to remain neutral ia tke struggle with Mexico, many of the Texars were sus-
piciousi of the lndians, particulerly the Cherckees. There were repurts of white ~
settlers killed sné stock stolen, and thede were blamed on the Indians. By 1838
there were a pumber of Mexicans in revolt against Texas, and Mexican agents were -
visiting the Yodian villeges trying to eflist their suppert. After s nwber of
renorts of Indian tts kiS'\ vhites and so forth, Texas sent military fo-ces against
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the Indians./<hul s at€ackad tre Cnerokees cn the Neches Rivey. The Cherokees

. logi, over 100 men, including toeir chief, Culonel Bowles. Tae S Pui sued Lo
the Yadians, burning their cornfields ani vidlages. C(clonel Bowies' son, John
Bcules, and ancther mern, "The Egg” became chiiefs of the allied tribes. nej t.A%
refuge on the hecdwalers of the Trinity River. . ? '

It is not clear just wggre the Shawnees were duriag the hestilities between”
the Texans and the Cherokees. No doub: they did not join the fighting beoause™: ¥
‘they were later given a share in a segservation <n tue Brazos River, elony with souwe
Deljwares rma some ‘,addo"q grours. ; ) - .o

In tae 2o of 1839, John Brwles and The Igg tricd to lead their £ llowers |
te Mexico; bub the Texans attacked hem 2t the mouta ¢l the Yan Saba Rivor, 75 miles

above Austio un Christ.aas Pay. Both hiefs yere killed and soae'of thei - followers
ceptimz. Mo rist of these Indlanu retreatel *o Indian Territory. Thir was the
lest {1t of ~he "hgac:eee ir Texas. _ . v : '
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I this same y=ar, L33, a 7roup ¢ &C Kickupnass with s few Deliws o3, Shawnees
ard Cherckevs trevelled scutheast th Malaworos on the Mexican side of th- Rio Gruude.

The o *hay repocried Lo the Mexican cfficicls crc were issued guus, smmun. tion,
clothing rad -ations of foséd  This was tiz weginning of the Mexican Kiclapoos and
& Ti:st of v onwder of tigraticas cf varicus Inlian greups te Mewice.

The year; 103), {s Thius ar amportant ye.r in the history of chv~“b ineas in
Texes, Luough it is swill pot clear exuctly what weo ‘Tre rclationship Reicen Toaxas
aad 'he Shawaees. Ths later chief, Big Jim, may acve neea a rmail toy & ring these’
trcubled times. The chief of the Toxas Chawrees was narwed Linney. In M.y of 1833
(bef:re the fight between the Texans and the Cherokses), the President o Texas.

rote & letter to Linney, chief or the Shawnees. He mentioned his suspicions about
_,the loyaity of the Cherckees, and advises the Shawnees tb be loysl to Tesas. He
told therr the Mexicans would never retur: to power, shd d&t‘to help them in: any way.
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