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HISTORY OF THE ABSENTEE SHA'wl&ES

The history cf the Absentee division of the Shawnee tribe jean be trr.c-ed
back to the years just following the Revolutionary War vr.en v&rifous groups and •
bands of Shawnees vbegan -to leave their Ohio homeland and drift sleuth and Vest.
The .Revolutionary War was important in thr* history of the Shawnejes and raaiy other
Indian tribes because it signified the astabliahment of-a new nation, the United
States, with a policy of. westward .expansion and the taking over of Indian lands..
Before the Revolution, the British government had checked the expansion o* white .
settlements into the Ohio River region and the region now contained in the states
of Kentucky and Tennessee. But aft ex the war the American were free to e;.oand as
they pleased and they began to pour into the western territories searching for new
homes. All the Indian tribes, including tba Shawnees, realised that .their lands .
were endaxigered. The white men were going to cut down the forests, drive tiwa,y the
game, and build houses and towns all up ard down the rich rrror valleys. The %acir.n
way of life in this area was doomed. But • nevertheless the £ndiau,> did no' give up
their homeland without a fierce struggle*. A number of bloody wars Were fought, but
finally * the combine'd Indian tribes \pro de^aled by General Anthony Wayne, At the
resulting peace treaty of Greenville in V{$?T nine Shawnees signed, including the

u thief Blue.iacket. • '"" • 1 '

Some of-the S'ir.nnef. ha3 already ^ovci away from ''hie b«i>H'c Wajn&'s victory.
But in 179? a large number if Sh&'WAeec ajvepic-e . tae/ i :vi ta t ion of the Spa;ash
government t.o se t t l e near present Cape Sirardecu, Missouri, ^his land war on the
wee inside of the Mississippi River, and thus rutsj^e the terr i tory ftf tpe aew United
States. After the treaty of ^reenviir J raany u .̂he^ Ohio Shawnees tnoved here* At
this tiiae tao ^ovarnnient cf Spuia vas ^jrswing a 'policy of'•sevtling emigre i-.t Xndian
tribes fram thf United States on i t s qvn .:oft)ie>Ti an«i eastern borders, Tl:e purpose,
of'tr.is was to prevent tk3 expai,.:!•;:. of tSc /i~;piiccns Inta Spanish terri tc .-y,,̂  Another
reason \ia.a to enlis't the aid &r thesv Indians rgainst the 'host i le Pliin^ jr.dians,
who often raided the Settlements in-iVxiS- and-Louisiana. Aroun3 l80C' sr>nf c-f the »

;: began to leave the Cape rA?i •'-:aa'u -ar^r, i r^acve tcvarc: To>.as. Lr'-.e? they
joir.V. by other Shxuress who enne- w.i3l to X-a*as vith th? • consfrvativr western
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Arou.;d ""BOO ax.d ^liortl^ tLerc::' •".-' Spai-'i °*&s o^e r la nave tribe.- si oh as
the. ^aawneeSi Kichupi on, relai>i:-ei . .~.inrcZrJ.>er,r, unu . ih«i5 t.r sett.V- on tht nt-,rth
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i.ij mov?d to Testae 1LI7 Seen .,h-?r̂  vas 3 ch&'in of licl ' .n vi.llaces -.a the
Trinity, K.?ohss, Angelina and Sabine A:.\..T.- lr ^ast^in T^^as. Xn i.His iet,.or*

3 ch&'

linted Indians s-jrvnd at; a'ouffer t:t *-,,-. --r* in*? tcxas r.frttiers aft<^the t i]jj Indians
Df the t'lttir,;;. t iVrec Nfe:.let obtaii^d r.er lud-r ^dence- froa "j;ain ir.Mfcl^ >̂he con-
t i r . r i the cli_j©iiqf "of set t l ing frlcrJ'.y ".triii.. t r ibes axo; P the oorubr;-. 'ihuc:
the ^piwne^s criminally caoe t* Texan vy penUs3ion c»f the gcverr:nient cf Fpsiu, but
they rvra^icd c.j permission rf tn^ g;c/3r vnont cf Mevico, and latex, by pei mission (.f
the RepuL-lir. cf Te^as. .


