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mbnﬁmmm: HOW THE INDIANS GOT 70 THE AMERICAS

mw&mmtcmwusbemmmumago. the first

ancestors of the Indians came to America.from Asia, probably betveen 15 ond 20 ;-
thousand years ago. If you lock at a map, you will see that part of North America--
‘Alaska--18 very close to part of Asia--Siberia. Today there is less than 50 miles

of slallow ocean separating these two continents. Thousands of years ago, when the
first people cams to America, cmditions were somewhat different. The level of the -
ocean was/lower than it 183 now, and there was a strip of land connecting Siberia
with . - Historians call this strip, now covered with water, a land bridgs. -
In days it would have been easy to walk from Asia to Borth Amarica over this

bridge.

nu‘ndhiltorlmmalwtcertunthatthematmorthe
mrwmlnummtowicaomthuhndbrm It is not known for sure
vhat these early Indian people were like and exactly why they happened to move to -
America. In those days all pecples of the world lived by hunting and gathering

of wild plant foods. The ancestors of the Indisng may have besn moving nbout, search-
mgformlmntingterritm'y Intneatoriesandlesendstoldbylndimpecplea

. today, there are-many instances of a band or tribe splitting into two nev groups
because of some dissatisfaction or because the tribe grew in mumbers so that their
la.ndcmldnolongor support all the people. The group breaking away--whateVer the
w&andﬁndneuterritoryﬂthmmdvﬂdplmtfoodn

m:pmceuofmgroupasplittingandfomingnﬂmmprobam

ing on for many years. The firat people coming to America may haye split
main tribe or band and searching for pew homes. Probablgm

groups of people came to America mr:].ongspanof’time. Gradually these peoples
the east until there were people all over North, Central,

and 8outh America. - ¥ ' .
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There may have heen several major migrations of peoples from Asia to America,
and haps 'a number of times when small groups came across and added to the grow
inz population of the Americas. It is not known with certainty jJust vhen the first
migrants came, Some asuthorities think the earliest peoples might have come to

ack as 40,000 years ago. There is indisputable evidence fronar
chasclogy that there were psople here by about 11,000 B. C. Nost authorities feel
that the earliest arrivals got to America between 20,000 and 15,000 years ago. .
Some relatively late migrations from northern Asia into northern North America oc-
mabmtmtomymm. It is believed that the ancestors of the Eskimos
and the Athabascan-speaking Indians--including the Navajoes and the Apachu--cam
totheMWorldattmum

mebelhtthatthanruutumtomdtuAurimInumminduthe
-mwmmuymmummwmrmmtmuanmmm
. languags can be definitely connected with any language in the 0ld World. The Indians
would have had- to bave lived in America a very long time in order for their languages
to have became so different from the langusges spoken by Asian pecple. Also, as
grops of nigrants drifted south and east, and split mmm-mhm

hmw;mwmwgrm It has been estimated that by
.use,mwmm,‘tuummaooomu,mmmmanmh \



