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book of Genesis starta-gut with "In the\beginning God created the heavens and the \
earth.” There is.no date given. Nothidg is shid about how.many years ago this .
happened. But the written history of the Burcpeans is quite concerned vith time Y
and dates. Almost the written hi:to .adcounts we read are laid against a b back- - ‘\
o years and \dates, - | \

tations of m: and Objectives of this Cless \

—

The Indian history which will be pre nted hore in this claas vl%: te partly
ruation” from written history--information obtaiped from articles boocks that
been published. But it 1s hoped that this can be rounded ‘cut with semg oral
--the Indiags’ own kind of history. |I will do what I can to i what has
written about the Shawnees and bring 8 information to you. I ¥ also, from
to time, try t6 have some Indian stories to tell. Perhaps you can
the\history presented here by adding what you kiow to it. You may be ab

both bral and written. As we said before, history is an mte%retation of| the past.
never know for sure ¥hat actually happened, as we canno relive the past. °
can know is what is reported about the pgas This means that there may be
ifferent versions of what EE happen and different points of view, dep-hding
who \is dolng the reporting. Suppose, for le, that a member of the Absentee
and a membeit of the Sportsman's Club o the City of Norman were to each

compa.re? !hey would probably agree iny in the fact that the lake was
ch version is right? Probably mogt of you have mtty definite
L. . \\\ \ A
The| important point for our purposes 13 to remember that. the accounts of Indian
‘ shall be talking about and studying are really just versions of eveats \
pest. We may think that some versions are more accurate or more probable than -
a:h:& times we may find versions that coatradict each other, and reflect en-
different points of view. Then we may be feced with the problem of which ver-
sion is right. Perhaps ‘both versions may be useful in understanding and interpﬁeting
the past. Qn the other hmd. ‘SOme vera:lons may not be useful at all.

This matter 1s brought up here because we may encounter different veruona
of events of \Shawnee history, and we may encounter soms versions wvhich are puzzling
right. Most of the things which have been written about the Shawnees
“have been written down by-white men, though Indians have sometimes provided the basic
information. \But what is conspicuously lacking in this vritten hittory, i3 the In-
dian version, the Bhnmee poiant of vievw. '

- I hope y wil.l feel free to criticize anw of thc materials brou.ght out in
this class that| do not seem right to you, or that you do not agree with. Perbaps
vs can make some corrections and even some ‘additions to Shawnee written history
-a8 we go along. But as far as the materials rresented on the very earIy history
of the Slmmeu is concemsd, we should consider this af a nstructioa o vhat

bave 'ha) M,mmuampletepictureofvht tua
R‘m"mEF"ve accept the versioms of putory which have _E;_}L[ %
sceurate or useful. &



