
Joe -3r

many folks v;as John §%§,?.* Chief of the Cherokee Nation '.'estAmong Joe "
from 1839 to 1866. Chief itoss was aft' cle of Joe . Lewis .toss was his grandpa,

Joe t e l l s that, when he was a yourtg fellow there vras an old Negro by name of
Walker Johnson. This old man came over the T_-ail of Tears w,i£h the * Cherokees.
Very l i t t l e was known of his early l i f e , but he was-a good maftyand ,;ell
respected by his Indian neighbors in the Snake Creek country. ^Joe.recal ls
that Walker used to come work fort his father during harvest t fne . t a l k e r
was a great story fe l le r and would always have an audia.ice -it night . Joe
te l l s that th is old man's knowledge of the s t a r s , the woods ani nlants ,
insects, b i rds , and the habits of a l l wild things was alnost unbelieveable.

Mr. itoss has spent many years in Claremore-*sfld .togers bounty, having served
in various government off ices . He knows much of ^togers County and i t s
people of early days. He teljLs that when stage poaches- used to travel • *
from Coffeyville,Kansas, t o ' / t . omith they traveled a road that came down
the Verdigris -iiver to Clnrenore then the road headed Southeast« Below '
Claremore there ras a stage stop known as- vJalkley Inn, which was a very ' • /•
popular* stopping place for t ravelers as they provided rooms and accomodations ,
I t was hjre that theJU. S. Karshalls used to stop in their t ravels thru the'
Indian Nat,ion. In that Panther Creek-Verdigris .liver country ear ly day
outlaws from the ;dder and Cochran gangs took refuge. There always w^s spine
activi ty or excitement in that community. One time Joe/..as down at Tiawah
and went up on Panther Creek-wh.re/the stage, road cr.ossed to see the body of
a lead man floating in the creek. He says in those" days'de J. men were found
in many places. •

He t e l i s -that between Tiawah and, Cl-rer.ore- and jus t no^h of the,Panther Creek
bridge'on the highway, there u~e<ji to be a large, oervtery in the old ;days .•
L'hen the llo-Pac railroad was bu i l t thsu the country i t , os' bu i l t thru, part of
the cene'tery • i t h ut r.ovir^; any of the g r v e s . Later, 6:. j.te Hi-glr:ay No. '86 •
was bui l t alongside the rai l road and/ajain none of the^dlsturbj j g.'ives were
moved. To-iay just outside the r i ^ j ^ - o i - ay fence there remain two marble
monuments - a l l that i s le'ft of something once held 33cred. This is, the
progress 'ot a* civi l ized nat ion. /


