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informanté Joe Ross, 89-year-old Cherohes, . .
-Claremore, ldogers County, Okla., ” .
Subject: Indian Territory da§§ along Jrand uiver.
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Joe doss vas born and raised in"wnat used to be known as Markham Prairie
in the bend of Grand Jivery ™ ‘Now in his lute yea's, ix. doss recalls
some of the people and events of nis homeland.
Near the old Markham Ferry .as the palatial home of Dr. Felix licNair, one
of the very early settlcors to this rart of the Jrond .iver Valley. Joe
tells taat the licllair nome us a big tlo-stery nouse it a porclh and
bannister 2t both front anl . ck. .. kitcuen -1 din’n roor. cutlended
out north from the main part of the house. & larze und beautiflll yar&
surrounded the house with rany pecah trees rrovxdwn~ ample shade. A large
. spring was located just northiest of the house. The main road from
Coo-yi-yah 2l the west carme by the LicNair home on its iay eost aad south
to other points in the Cherokee Nation. Ilir, :doss tells th.t before the
lcllairs settled and buils their home near the Udrkhan Ferry onc ofesthe
early Sunday famili:s lived on this location. The Sundays sold their
improverments to the McNairs and moved on i.st of the Verdigris .iver in
* the Oologah country., The road that came across the ferry was oné of the
most traveled in that day as it was the main route to the Saline District - /
Courthouse on iowe Prairie in whal is nov Delaware County. From a junction t//
near the courthouse other roads lead tow.rd Couskin Prairie, border towns "
in Arkansas, and to ine Cherokee Nation C pitol.
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* Joe'!s father was Henry «oss. Joe and his brothers and sisters were all bogn
in a big double log house that his father had bought from fedbird Sixkillér,
An Indian family by name of Childers had built this log house and later $old
it to Sixkiller., Mr, Ross tells that as houses go, it was a big house~with
rooms 18 x 20 feet and each room had a bi7 fireplace. Thru the middle of
the house there was a 'dog trot! or bree»ewaj Joe best remembers that

# there tas considerable space in the attic of the house where thew boys slept.
At first,there was only a ladder against the wall to zet Lnto their sleeﬂlng

' place. Later his father .built a Sualrway leading up t. tle atbic, He says
old man sedbird 3i:zkiller vas one of the nost loved =nd respected Tndiahs he
evenfknew. The o0ld man llved to be 96 yenrs old wss was buried on nis old
place about a mlle north of what 1s ot L. cust Grove.
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In the early days that he remembers he’ tello what the Inilans all seemed to
na«e a fairly easy tﬁ? making & living.<ind cetting along with the economy

th t time, He says uhey 211 hat eyru. £ “cat and a- nlace to sleep, znd
thgt was abat all they asked for, BUf then.came statehood, .themen,.taxes,.
disease, cnd all the other ‘plagues, an: then it was all over for tae Indians.,
Hle says before stateh,od the Indians could Build anl live most any.here they
WLSJed vith none of the worries ¥hat face the peonle of the present.
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