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Index side A, recording time 22 min.; interview time onev hour.

Informant: itobert Long, 87-year-old wyandotfc>
Wyandotte, VKiftwa County, Okla,

Subject: Wyandot country.

Ottawa County has been home to itobert Long a l l of r.is l i f e . He was bora
near Peoria and has lived at different places^ in the county, and now in

/ rhis retirement years*he lives alone at r,is home in '.<yandotte town. !-ir.
long talks aoout many things of the nyandotte country.

Back in 1907 he t e l l s that his^ father, jeorge Long, and another man by
name oft<ttiley Copeland, were delegates to the s ta te convention from ot ta wa
County when the State of Oklahor.a-iwas bein^ formed. His father wa- of
Viyandotte ancestry and Mr, Copeland wa.s a jelxware. tie tell-" that the town
of Peoria is one of tne oldest incorporated towns in th.it part of the.c juntry.
^t, one time wyandotte wa.s incorporated but they loot thfir char ter . The
vil lage continues as the fume of s .me 2 33 peopl-2, ''any of wr.icn are Indians
belonging to diff.e:'-nt t r i b e s . J-t is the no me of Lecnar: Cot.ter, Cnief of
the '^yandottes . U:> on the, h i l l to the west, across Lost Creek, is trie Seneca
Indian School. The original ..yandotte -leservation was one of the s.-raller .
t r ac t s of land, which was obtained from tne Senecas." The /.yandottes moved
into this area of northeastern Indian Terri tory in l q 57 . ^he combined efforts
of the government and the land-hungry whites resulted in the V.'yandottes of
Kansas to loose a l l the i r lands and were driven out . These spme 2JO Indians
star ted l i f e anew by their Seneca neighbors. • ,\
M r. Long says i t would be hard now to find a fuil-bljod \ yanaotte, s.ince
intermarriage with whites tnve r^ro-tly re1 diced- the tribe blood strain. Even
in 19UQ the Indian rolls only showed three full-bloods. Descendants of tne
ttyandotte tribe are proud of their neritare and regardless of the degree of
Wyandotte blood they are quick'to let tneir symrathies and affiliation be
*known that they are '-.'yindottes - as or, osed to tho-e wno \re a l l Anglo,
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he helRled ca t t l e on the grassland areas north ana west of ..yanjdotte,. In .
l a t e r ye4rs he worked as a ca t t l e inspector. Ho spent some of his time
working on highway construction jo< s ^nd, helped iu i l a th • f i r j t bridre on
Highway ^10 in Ottawa County. H ŝ nain work has been farming jand ca t t l e
ra i s ing .

In the early days of a'yandotte town i t s location was down tr.e railroad a
short distance, bat -raiuaily ->oved on up east to i t s rreserit business
d i s t r i c t . When the Frisco railroad cone in the^early 1860s, the town
experienced conside.-able growth. The depot was located a t the west end
of town. Near the rai lroad was the big i c b i t a i l l e Hotel, Armstrong
Livery Barn,-Cole Mercantile, Mudeater Hotel, Dehyo General Store , and
several other business places . Under the bluff on the other side of Lost
Creek was a park l ike area where the community used to have an Annual
Fa i r . Mr. Long remembers the f i r s t f a i r there and Govenor Haskell came
there to give a speech. That was back about 1907. In the olden dUays nearly
a l l of the people l iving In^that area were of Indian blood of some t r i b e , and
those who ran the business houses were also of Indian ancestry. Even to-day,


