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May 26, 1970 « -

‘ind%x side A, recoriding time 22 min.; interviews time one hour,

Informant: nobert Long, 87-year-old ayaqdod;/
Wyandotte, Ht%awa County, Jkla,

v

Subject: Wyandot cogpf?y.

Uttawa Connty has been home to obert Long 411 of ris life, He was bora
near Peoria and has llved at different places»in the county, Aand now in
his retirement years®he lives alone at rnis home in wyandotte town. Nr.
long talks aocout many things of the wyandotte country. : )

-~

Back in 1907 ne tells that his father, Seorze Lonh, and anotner man hy

name of rdley Copeland were dele?aues to the state coavention from Jtta wa
County wggn the State of Oklahoma-wag beins formed., His father wa-. of )
nyandotte ancestry and Xr, Copeland wis 3 Uelaware. tle tell- thit the town

of Peoria is one of “n2 oldest incorporited towns in tn.t part of the.country.
At one time wyandotte was iacorporated but they loct their cnarter. The
villaje continues 25 the home of s me 2)) peopls, -any o wnica are Indians
belongin~ to differ -1t tribes. 4t is the nome of Leonar: Cotter, Cnief of

the Wyandottes. U» on the, nill to the west, across Lost (reek, is tre Seneca
Indian School. The original .yandotte .esarvation wis one of the smaller .
tracts of land, which was obtained from tne Senecas.’ The wyandottes moved
into this area of northeastern Indian Territory in 1857, [lhe combined efforts
of the government and the land-hungry whites resulted in the Vyandottes of
Kansas to loose all their lands and were driven out. These some 2.0 Indians
started 1ife anew by their Seneca neignQors. ; . . ’

M r. Long says it wo.ld be hard now to jkqd 3 full-tlooud - yanaotte, since
intermarriace with whites have gre.tly rédiced the tribe blood strain. Even
in 194Q the Indian rodls only showed three full-bloods. Descendants of tne
- Wyandotte tribe are proud of their neritare and regariless of the degree of
Wyandotte blood they are quick 'to let tneir symoathies and affiliation be
*known that they are :vindottes - is or osed to tho.e wno -re all Anglo.
ite Lo i e vorlen, oL ooeli ot 5. o0 s riancas, *)‘ﬁk' ANy ye .rs
he hepded cattle on the g-a8sland areas nJr*n and west of .yrandotte., 1In
later ye:rs he .orked as a cattle inspector. iH2 spent some of his time
working on highiay const 'uctlon ‘jors and,helrod tuili th- first bridre on
. Highway #10 in Ottaya County. Hys main work has been farmingjand cattle
raising. : ’ |

In the early days of syandotte town its location was down trne railroad a

- short distance, buat 'raiually oved 01 J4p east to its rresent tuisiness
district. When the Frisco railroad core in the early 1880s, the town
experiencei conside :ble growth. The devot was Ilocated at tne west end
of town. Near the railroad was the big .obitaille Hotel, armstrong
Livery Barn, -Cole Mercintile, Mudeater Hotel, Dehyo &eneral Store, and
sevoral other business places. Under the bluff on tne other side of Lost
Creek was a park like area where the community used to have an Annual
Fair. Mr, Long remembers -he first fair tnere and Govenor Haskell came
there to give a speech. That was back about 1907. In the olden iays nearly
all of the people living in:that area were of Indian blood of some tribe, and
those who ran the business houses were also of Indian ancestry. Even to-day,



