Solomon wilson . -2 -

known as Stone Bluff. He tells that the original location of Stone Bluf?f ’
was up the aiver on the railroad across from the Kadashan Bottors,, but was

moved in later years when tle main road was built through the country.

There used to be a store and tradins rost, as well as a ferryat the old
location, but he says th.t was lonz time ago. Vll Joe -eceskeec nged to

run a ferry at otone Bluff. H&e nas heopd that he .as Jound one day hung

up in a tree, but n:ver knew il he hun; himself or someone elgg/ hunz him,

ne says that 2t one time there ‘'ere many Creek Indiang 1livins“ov r on the N
Arkansas aiver around Stone £laff, Uroken Arrow, and Coweta, but mout of -

the old ones are gone now.

He says there .re several old Creek Indian cemcteries in and around the
Concharty Mountains. Une of the larger burial places is the Tecumseh
Cemetery,.but on the rlace next to him is also a Tecumseh family burial
ground. Another of the burial places dat'ng from long ago is the Brown
Cemetery used by the Indians. ‘lMany small znd some un-named burial places
are scattered thru those hills, The Creeks still follow certain rituals
and ceremonies at funerals., One custom still practiced’is trat a person
has to be of certain age before he is permitted to dig a grave. After

a funeral all those in attendance are to take a bath or wash their hands.
Also all relatives are to walk thru a room where cedar limbs zre burned.
In some instances those attending a funeral are to drink a2 tea called
'black root'!, which is to pufify the body and remove any evil spirits.

- When Solomon was able to get around, he took care of several of the

little cemeteries in his community. ‘e says that s mc of the little
Indian burjal places cannot be fisited anymore becauge those white ¢
guys from Tulsa have "bought up the land and made ranches and dont

allow anyone to come in. Very near him a wealthy man by name of Iucker
has a big ranch, tut dont allow anyore to come on his place., Solormon

says he just dont want to be a neizhbor. e dont understand the whiteman,

Solomon tel.s that the use of herbs, roots, and plants still fi-ure much
in tae lives of Indians of his country. Tney are used as medicines, foods,
and for ceremonial and ritual purroses. The plant they call 'red root!?,
ahd another called 'white root! are tu.0 o tl.. most irportant. Also used
to a large extent is the roots of tne blackberry, haw, sassafras, black
locust. rucoon, ani yellow weed. Thc sreénery &f cedar is anotlier of the
commonly used materials. The plants of yarrow, rokc, passion vine, ond
milkwee® have their uses zlso. Back in the hills south of his place there
used to te a place wh.re 'red root' ~rew profusely, and he uced to rather it
and sell it. One tire a few year: ago, he tells, some Indians from Holdenville
 came to see him wanting to dig some of the plant. He took them to his private
digging rlace and tcld them they could have sume, thinkins they just wanted
enough for their im-editte use. He saii they went in there and 'rooted up the
whole place -~ just like hogs". That was perhans. the end of a promising
friendshkp, as well as the end of his 'red root':patch. Now, he says, he
would not tell anyone about anytnln: of that niture, as he learned z lesson,
Like many of the older Indians, he is teachin; nhis sons-.a.out the things of
nature, including the rlants anj what they are used for, .
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Solomon wilson was btorn in a log house not £ r from where he lives now. He
grew up to know and arpreciate the close family ties, the old Indian ways,
and is grateful for naving been able to leurn the things the woods, prairies,
and streams. .e tells that he well remerbers when the older peo-le lived
very much according to signs, Indian bellefs and customs, and many things
now nearly gone for the present oeneratlons.
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