
June 6, 1970 t •• /

Index s-ide B, recording time 18 min.; interviev; t ine two hoars „ /.

Informant: Flossie Blair Neal, 56-year-old Cherokee,
Miller 's iiidge, Sequoyah County, 0klao . .

/Subject: Sequoyah Home countryo , /

/ •
Krs. Neal VJJS born and raised in the northeast section of aecuoya'H County,
and• has 'spent nearly a l l of l i f e in th i s area. She is very projud of her
ancestry. Her great grandfather, George Blair , cane to tne Indian
Territory on the Trai l of Tears arid f i^s t se t t led in the Fl int P i s t r i e t .
George Bla i r ' s home was in the southeastern corner of North Carolina, and

he uas driven at .gun point from his home, leaving every possession there
to a people who cane from foreign lands, supposedly^ ring c iv i l i za t ion ,
love, harmony, and peace with them., By the i r force of numbers and des.ign,

they did not further any brotherly love across the world.

To the long l ine of descendants, 3eorge Blair was a part iarch of his people
,before he came to Indian Territory to s t . r t l i f e anew. He anJ his children
did s t a r t a l l over and did prosper in a^nev. land. The 31air family did not
stay in Flint d i s t r i c t very long. After i t ;jas learned th:-t Sequoyah had
died on his mission into Mexico, George Blair bought the home and farm
from Sequoyah's widow. ^ven in that day/* of the l8hOs George Blair l e f t
untouched oequoyah's log cabin', more as a monument to a famous and respected.
Indian, The "Blair family home \.;as bui l t only a short distance from the
Secuoyah home, where the elder Bla i r ' s Mv'3d out their l ives* Jhey are
buried in the l i t t l e Blair Cemetery that is just outside the present . .all
fenced area of the Sequoyah Home State Park. Naturally Mrs0 Neal has a
sincere and loving attachment to her hon*6 area0 i>hjS also t e l l s that George

'Blair 's f i r s t wife died on the Tra i l o f r e a r s , and he took a younger s i s t e r
of his f i r s t wife as "his second marriage.. ' < .,-

A-.ong Sequoyah County's many'historic places is one just south of Krs. deal 's
home. Ûnf >rtunately, the location ana history of the Ter r i to r i a l day court
house of the Sequoyah (original ly 1-he Skin Eayou) J i s t r i c t is not well known8
This courthouse >.as generally known as the. Maple Courthouse. In tne course of
our v i s i t >u-s. «eal wrote out this brief story of the Maple District- Courthouse.:
"About IP67, we moved to a place (her fanily moved there) jus t south of what 13
now /.aple Cenetsry. At that fme the old Sequoyah u i s v i c t Courthouse stood on
a l i t t l e h i l l across the creek and sou^h of 'the cemetery. I t v,as a two-story : :•?
building. '..illiam Hi . le r , an Indian, h"ad his dwelling £nd a store jus t south of
t..e Cjarthouse. He is also referred to as/"Creek Miller" . Twice a y-:-:r the
Indians would mejt on tiie^prairie edst of/the C .urthoase and nave a s.hooting
contest with bov.s a.d arrows. They ;;ould sh^ot into corn stalks s^me two
hunJred yarefe - is tant . The one who shot nearest, the center of tne corn s ta lk
target v.ouiLd receive a . r i ze . This price w;ula be a side of Beef, a co l t ,
a calf, or perhaps a saddle. Besides being a place for holiing court , U.e
Courthouse also served as a public r.eet n;r, lace and even as "a school house. c
In the late veers of the Cherokee Nation the courthouse v.'̂ s also used as an
Odd Fellows Loage h a l l . 7. i t h the advent-of statehood tne buildin" ; as1 'torn


