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esbeciall& we, the Poncas. We have always been known--just' like other>tribes

‘that we were not a war tribe and alwys tried to get| along with everybody.

“But at that time we had to do something to survive Lou know. My grandfather

‘said that one time that over nothing, that the Sioux jumped in Our'camp you 2
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know, with gune. Said they don't have no bows and rrows, they had gﬁnd. Now
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these things, "somebody had done it you know. So thQse were the times--bad
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times started right there. But as far as Indian th%@selves, I believe that
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. before our non-Indians that.came in to_our country, |that we lived a pretty

‘free life you knod:f And we heﬁ hardships probably, ‘ut--but you know that's
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with everybody. Wé moved about--migrated,*tried to fknd“means of existence
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you know. - We knew wheré the gobd.water and good hunting, and I think the

tribe if'they didkfight over something, they fought over hunting’é}ound or
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" something like that back in early days, but that's human you know, human

LAY

with the dags. Alwaysmbe with tbem dogs you-know. They trained them to

nature- Children fight over anything so these things happen.
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HGW PONCA AND COMANCHES BECAME FRIENDS

But I was really happy to hear a story mentioned at Ceptennlal at Ft -Sill

last summer--forgot’ what date it was, but Comanclres, and Kiowas, and Apaches,
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they had Centennial Celebratlon you know, of signlng the treaty And at ° /,4'
that time, why one_Comanche fellow (name not clear) made -a mention about

where they had gotten this war dance--called it modern war-dance that it is

*

| called today Sald--he said where we had- got tb1s from, ‘he sa1d from this

trlbe he sald, told a story of how they)gSt it you -know. And it was from us--

the Ponca Tribe you know He said thez had met them you know. back in the
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Rocky‘Mountains-bver thert, the Comanches went hunting and they were on
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horses..:And they run on to the Poncas, they were on foot." We didn't.have

no hor'ses Qaek;iq them days. You kndw these hunters wodld ge out on foot
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uack you know, anlmals and even pack you know. And he said we run on--
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they run on to them,and they evxdently fought over you know, how they some-
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thlng tHen--that!s how they gots acqualnted "and theegomanées glve the
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