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Apache Ben Chaletsin, Life History Katls. . Rose Chaletsin> rCiowa-Apache
6-3O-6U

' - - . /•" (Notes taken by. John Mead)

I.didn't know much about him before I r.nrried him. But I know hir. when I r.arried hi.ni.
I live with;,him about 20 so:r.e years, 193?-1956. t know him well between then. I i

know him before that just here and there. He's been irt business long tine. Y.T.en I '
was a little girl, we got his picture here at the old agency, when he worked^s *
Indian police. He's a. big nan, tall, 6*1". ~^?

His mother was Apache, but his father was Lipan and Mexican. I don't know vhat part
of Old Mexico. Then Lipan lived in Old Mexico, and then carce to :,ew Mexico. They
like then mountains, them people. Sorctine he talks about way back. He- don't hirdly
talk about his people. I tried to find out .hos his father married into the tribe.
These people way back, they go back and forth. The Apaches were in the Black Kills,
and then they drifted down to solnewhcres in Nebraska. The Apache fo bac.< and forth,,
the warpath, you se£. That's where his folks come down over here. His father v;as
just a young boy. Nebraska is where his ..folks married, his aid r.?.n mrried an Apache
woman. His (3ep's father) folks left him, and he got into this trice. He said it
was in Nebraska. They keep coming down this way. After the-Treaty of Medicine Lodge
they drifted into Okiahor.a.

This, old .tan, Apache Ben's father, he wis left there with the trj.rc. Fr.en he rirried
this Apache wonan, after the Medicine Led re ,Tre?ty. Twit's what ho (l-en) said. Then,
they coce back to Kansas. Ke (Ben) was ?. little boy. He didn't .-.r.ĉ  r.othir.;, till
he cose back to Oklihc:.-.a. He was a good si^ed ran v.'ren he got to v;rk with the office
as Indian'^police. He wss about-25, a goon crown rr.an. Put he wasn't rirried yet. Bu-t
his sister was^older than hii-. I think he's got 'k-1) of the*n and nis I-rather, younger
brother.

H"is f a the r , they ca l led hir. Kindle, t h i s o f f i ce . In the vh i t c .'tin iir.e was .-piche .
Black. Kis Indian.nrrv? \:pj£^ ifc/\.r.il^ Thit i s ?. Li?'••"» /^richer vsru.- I t . e^ns l i ke
you going to hide soc-cody sc. .c.-h^-e in the \:<.<:'6z, i:> the t i . .ber t-.:. v hero, in the
grass, he always docs t ir . ' t . ?••:• c:ed--l-4t v.a t,hir..;--I w-»s there >i.e-. ) . c \ cieri.'
19CU, i f I am "not :r.istnkcn. He v:as over 100 year's o ld . They siicl he Cncd to il a
big f e l l c v , but he jus t 'shrunk up. Ke i s i u r i e J ct tl.o C-r'^e^C^e; . " iss iDr . cc:e:^.ry,
but not where 3e:i i s tur ie 'd . " • • *

His r.other, she ' s c a l l e d ' /VL*):OI\ for sho^t , cr /?"*.- ^:'-. I :ra/i L~. ' : » Icr.r v*,y7 "
I t ' s l i k e you ' re t e l i i r » ; i a s^cry i c c ^ sc- r t~ '3y, t h i t ' 5 *h<- •-e.iu.:. cf x th^ t ' vo^d .
She was i \ i l l eio&cl Af>--che. I (.".or.'t *.::o\: vho i i c frtthc.-

' ' ' if ' ' s*
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