
M-J3
LIFE HIS TORY^ MATERIAL ON APACHE BEN CHALETS IN, KIOWA-£PACHE
FROM FIELD NOTES FURNISHED BY W. E. BITTLE,
PROFESSOR OF ANTHROPOLOGY, UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA
MATERIAL. COLLECTED I963 and

GBHERAL Sfc&JECT: LIFE.HISTORY MATERIAL ON APACHE ("BIG BEN") CHALESTIN,
KIOvJjv-APACHE, BORN C. I&65, DIED l '

NOTE: Apache Ben was- a well-known personage in the Anadarko area t i l l the
• time of his death. Part Lipan and part Kiowa-Apache, he identif ied strongly

with the Kiowa-Apache t r ibe and always took an active in teres t in t r i b a l
a f fa i r s . "At one time he was married tc the daughter of the l a s t Kiowa-
Apache -chief,. Apache John .(Koonka-za-chey). Later he married Rose Chale-
pah. In a l l he was married four times, outliving his f i r s t three wives.
He had no children of his own but he adopted Rose's children by her f i r s t
husband and at his death his estate passed to Rose, and after her death,
in 1-JQ.5, to her five surviving children. Apache Ben became wealthy from
income from Qil w'ells on his lands and to the white residents of th is area
he was the very epitome of the old time unacculturated Indian enjoying
his Vealth cy spending lavishly on things giving\him personal pleasure and
giving generously to his relatives' and friends, sen was a dedicated fo l lo -
wer of the peyote rel igion and played a leading part in trying to es tab-
l i sh a formal Native American Church organization at a national l eve l .
Throughout the oral- history materials from western Oklahoma the^re axe many
references to Ben which give¥addit ional information on his i n t e r t r i b a l
connections.arid his personal eccen t r i c i t i e s . Ben was a large man and in
l a t e r years became very heavy. He t ravel led extensively and remained

.- 'active and a le r t to the end of his . l i f e . .

» This manuscriptoConJists of three sect ions: '

1. Field Notes taken OJ John Mead, a graduate student -in anthro-
pology, during an iriierview with Ben's widowj Rose Chlfi.estin '
in It. •4 .

I
t

21- Excerpt,̂  copies : ro::. prqbate files ^iviiig information or; l
relatives ajvd ancestors. ~

3. Notes taxer. d^rirv aa inter/ie*.1 w îth Lyle Jriffis^Field Jol-
ioitcr, Solicitor jeneral's office, Anadarko by Pat Draper,
^r-aduate staient - in' antnryp^logy in 1 »>j. Mr. , Jriff is eomri-

v>ents also contain material relevant to B..I.A. policy and pro-
cedures witn re'siie :t tc "-he Indians under their ,_ urisdlction.
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