
April 10, 1970

Index side A, recording time 22 min^j interview time one hour.

-. Informant: • Nola Jones Egnor, 71-year-old Cherokee,
• • . White Oak, Craig County, Okia.

• * •

' Subject: White" Oak country.

-.JFrom a h i l l a,-cotip'le ©f miles away the liltle"'town of white Oak stands
ou£,.prominently on the v îde smooth p r a i r i e . Automobiles on U. S. Highway
66 raGe the Fri-sco t rains by V'hite Oak', none giving'a glance or a thought
that-this was 'once a busy l i t t l e town,, But. The town has changed over
the years like., most other places . There are. no stores along the railroad
like there once was. No depot exists now to apcomodate, passengers coming

, or going from this l i t t l e town. •'•he "big hotel , l ivery barn, saddle and
harness-shop, blacksmith*shop arid the barber shop are just memories of •

1 another day. Nola Egnor has witnessed .the many changes that.have come
to the place of her b i r t h . Dr. 'Amos Haynes was the town doctor in the
eld days and saw Nola safely into this Vorld.

"-'The main s t ree t of White Oak runs west at a r ight angle to the highway
an"* rai l road. A/Cherokee by name of Oliver Haynes has the only store in
town which he has one rated- for. seventy years. Except for the half dozen
houses Main Street sesm$ deserted. 'Where the Main "Street dead ends Mrs. •
Egnor has lived i n ' he r ' l . i t t l e home for rr.any years'. Her attachment comes

• na t t i r a l i / i n her love for White Oak, for,her father , Theo.Jbnes, and. a . -
-Delaware Indian byname of Ton Brown are credited with .laying oui> the
town .when'lt s t a r t ed . ' ' . v ' • /"

• • **/ • " X ^ , (

In the earlj r frays nearly a l l of the peopi&of this part of'Craig County
were either Cherokees or- Shawnees*. ' To the southwest-a. mile* or so begins

* .the Shawnee Hills where, a large .settlement of Shawnees lived at one time.
Joining the Shawnee Hills on the west was the Uelawafe settlement where
"Chief Journeycake brought his l i t t le .band of Indians in the 1870s. To
the east, north and south were the settlements and lands of the*Chercks^s .
Berbers of the three t r ibes lived for many y^ars as Indians without drawing
any line "as to t r ibe affi l i r- t ion. Kany intermarried, attended each "others
meetings and sto^p dances, church functions, ~nd sh i re i the same bur ia l
grounds. -The coring/'of stetelrod ki^T'ed th^t :-i~-y '~A cor.von^nt -"iy of

) r . i t broke vh cor - \n i t i3s , scytter0 ' ! f^THi-1?, ani l".'">u-rht on the
cf whiter./: invasion.
. /
ty.o vi'Y y oi Wnite Oak h.n "2P>y senior ci+,i:^n? who o.njoy living
vMsl/vx.°d by ;,i.p rush, noi.ce -̂vi - o i l i t 3/ n ?t teniant to f.ie larger

ies . /Here they enjoy old frienr's ar.i neighbors, ter.d the i r
o ...,,„ „ -jyfa f l o ^ r / b e d s , .'nd husv_ themselves with th° i r part icular i n t e r e s t .
Vy£\ ~?y6T l ives A o n e , b i t h-̂ r ja.-.'s a rp ' f i l l e . : "1th activity. , Her f lc :or ;

~rh ;regr.h^use i re a joy to see . . In h r horra' she has nany old.piec c
of ' furniture, a r t i f a c t s , a:id itorr.s kept thru the y-s-irs, .many of'which the
prosent eneri'tion has never seen .or he"H about. ?ror her father 's old r*^1"

s~<-e cixty -ea^5 =>~o she. he3 k?"'t a pickle di":-?r, tobacco*cjtter, his^i:T

:A. CT. apple corer. A pair of r>ra?s to-pe:l ha-.es adorn a pl-ce o» her
v-ill is a decorator, aj>̂  these hames --ere used by h-?r f:Aher. She shows r vv
old r ic tares taken sirXi' .to .eighty y-uirs .ago, of ceople ?\l ac t iv i ty in" the
early .-iay cc:?"itrj/ of Chite/Oak. . "' ' " ' / '


