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‘personnel , after much experience in obtaining oral testimoniy from many -

difierent Indian inforﬁants. is that the persona vho hev'e contributed
. to this Project heve done 8o truthfully, with a high s!egreeo%apcnrae.y

in reporting, and an honest ,deaire to add to the underotanding of
Indian history. The background material furnished by tield workers,

described above, should help researchers in evaluating the fnformant and

\

phil téotimony . e

¢ 'l‘he materials in the Duke Indian-Oral History Collection will, it
S .
s feit, be valuable fo;lnumber of research purpoaee, including the

following three, levels of 'historical ap'proachz (1) historiography, or
4 \
the integration of hiatorieal facts and eventa into coherent narrative

!orw (2) eocief history or culture histcry where the focus ie upon

L \ >

institutions 9r' cultyre traits and the ultimate objective is to gemz‘rel--J
ize ;bout proce’uee of change; (3) the study of _f_g_lgghiato » 0T the .,
beliefe which Ind{an people hold about éeir pact, and the study of the
-~ function o¥ these beliefs in a given cultural eetting. | -
'l'he etrong point of any oral hiotory material is that it 1is the
product of the persons who: have participated in or witneZeod the parvti-
cular hietorical evente under study,. and thue reflecte the thoyghts and
feelings of the actors /;hemael-vee. -1t is the inaidera' point of view,
end as such, may contain statements of mogives, ettitude{, beliefo and

values uhich ehould wake underatandable mu"'E behavior vhich otherwin

r ]

seens inscrutable, Az the demand for a fev kind of India€ _hietory growe,

it is anticipateo-that many researchers will turn their attention to this
. ; . ‘ ‘ i [ v ' N
new collectiod of materials on Indian history. 'Al:reedy many people have .

used the collecticn. in spite of the difficulties 'at‘tendant upon working
. 'S -



